8 October 2018

PITMAN READY TO FACE
HIS GREATEST CHALLENGE

Michael Pitman (left) with Savvy Coup and her excited connections (Trish Dunell)

hile many may consider the task of beating Winx The 63-year-old was diagnosed back in February and has
(Street Cry) in the Gr.1 Cox Plate (2040m) in three endured bouts of chemotherapy and radiation treatment over
weeks to be a monumental challenge, for Michael the ensuing eight months.
Pitman, trainer of rival Savvy Coup (NZ) (Savabeel), it is The champion South Island trainer has remained upbeat
nowhere near as daunting as the personal battle he is about throughout and has been overwhelmed with the support he
to undertake. has received from the tight-knit racing community.
Pitman will go under the surgeon’s knife today in a bid to However, emotions spilled over at Hastings on Saturday as
beat bowel cancer. Pitman’s New Zealand Oaks winner Savvy Coup notched her

Continued on page 3
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PITMAN READY TO FACE
HIS GREATEST CHALLENGE

(Continued from page 1)

second Group One victory when winning the Livamol Classic
(2040m) in effortless fashion.

“My emotions did come out a little after the race yesterday
but it was as much about winning with this wonderful mare as
it was about what'’s going on in my life at present,” Pitman said.

“We were just so confident about her chances and then for
her to go out and deliver like that was just amazing.

“What made it even more special was that | could share it
with my wife Diane and a number of people who have been
so supportive of me.

“Actually, my phone went dead for a while and when |
turned it back on | had more than a hundred messages of
congratulations, so that was very humbling.

“I think with all the backstory to this, it could well be one
of the best wins I've had as a trainer.”

Pitman, who prepares the mare in partnership with his son
Matthew, had been bullish about Savvy Coup’s prospects for
the race ever since she produced an eye-catching fresh-up
performance for fifth behind Melody Belle (NZ) (Commands)
in the Gr.1 Tarzino Trophy (1400m) on the first day of the
Hawke’s Bay carnival.

“When she ran fifth that day with no room in the run home
| said to Chris Johnson (jockey) then that | thought she would
be very hard to beat in the Livamol,” he said.

“I thought she had really matured from three to four and
was over a few little niggles she had last season.

“She had a few problems with corns in her feet last

season but so far this prep she has been as good as gold and
everything had gone so well.

“When | saw the run she was getting, | was pretty
confident she was the winner as far as 600m out.”

All going to plan, Pitman will be at Moonee Valley in three
weeks' time to saddle his bonny mare.

“I'm going for keyhole surgery, where they will remove a
section of my bowel to take out the cancerous growth and
surrounding tissue,” he said.

“As long as it all goes well the doctors have said it will
mean a 7-10 day stint in hospital before | can get home.

“There are 19 days to the Cox Plate, so I'm confident | will
be on course to watch a South Islander take on the best in the
world.”

Pitman is realistic about his mare’s chances but is adamant
they are not going there to just make up the numbers.

“We know who we are up against but you never know in
this game,” he said.

“The way | look at it is there are still some pretty juicy
plums if we can run into the placings along with some very
realistic opportunities later on in the carnival.

“I think a race like the Matriarch Stakes over 2000m on the
last day at Flemington is an ideal race for Savvy Coup so the
Cox Plate could make an ideal lead-up run, as strange as that
may sound.”’

Win, lose or draw, just being trackside at Moonee Valley on

October 27 will be a victory for Pitman in itself.
- NZ Racing Desk
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LONG LEAF TO BYPASS
CAULFIELD GUINEAS

Classy colt Long Leaf will miss the upcoming Caulfield Guineas (Darryl Sherer)

indsay Park will keep Long Leaf

(Fastnet Rock) to sprinting during

the spring, deciding to bypass the
Gr.1 Caulfield Guineas (1600m).

Senior trainer David Hayes says the
colt will instead be freshened for the
Gr.1 Coolmore Stud Stakes (1200m)
at Flemington on November 3 before
being aimed at Guineas races in the
autumn.

Hayes said it was a difficult decision
to bypass next Saturday’s $2 million
race for three-year-olds over 1600m
after Long Leaf’s third-placed finish in

the Prelude (1400m) on September 30.

Long Leaf, a $750,000 graduate
from the Curraghmore draft at the 2017
National Yearling Sale at Karaka, sits
on the fourth line of betting at $13 for
the Guineas behind The Autumn Sun
(Redoute’s Choice) at $2.30 and Darren
Weir stablemates pair of Leonardo Da
Hinchi (Hinchinbrook) ($6) and Native
Soldier (Sepoy) ($8).

“It was a good run in the Prelude but
| just thought his last 50 metres, even
though he ran the best last sectional,

he wasn't rushing the line,” Hayes said.

“So | thought, I'll keep him fresh,
give him an easy time and if he wins it
(Coolmore) with his pedigree it will be a
good result.

“I've got the feeling the speed of a
1200-metre race will allow him to join
in and | reckon he’'ll run really well”

Long Leaf sports the navy blue
colours of Coolmore Stud which were
carried to victory at Royal Ascot this
year by Merchant Navy (Fastnet Rock)
who won the 2017 Group One sprint for
the three-year-olds.
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JOHNSON SHOWS HIS CLASS
ON DARK PRINCESS

masterclass from rider Chris Johnson paved the way That theory was quickly dispelled as Johnson saved every
for progressive galloper Dark Princess (NZ) (Cape inch of ground throughout before weaving a path inside
Blanco) to secure victory over a talented line-up in runners in the home straight to issue a strong challenge that
Saturday’s Hastings Heart Of The Hawke’s Bay Mile (1600m). carried Dark Princess to a length and a half victory over race
The Jeff Lynds trained five-year-old came in to the race favourite, Mongolian Marshal (NZ) (High Chaparral).
off the back of a short spell following a tidy run for fourth in “] got back as they wanted her ridden back beyond
the Interprovincial Challenge (1600m) at New Plymouth in midfield,” Johnson said.
August. “l was lucky | was following one of the best jockeys and
The lightly raced Cape Blanco mare had won twice on found a nice path through where she finished it off well.
heavy tracks during the winter, with some expecting the “She’s a very nice horse who feels like she will get more
Dead4 footing at Hastings to be a touch too good for her than a mile, so she could be a very good stayer in the making.”
liking. Continued on page 6

Chris Johnson guides Dark Princess to an impressive win at Hastings (Trish Dunell)




8 October 2018

JOHNSON SHOWS HIS CLASS
ON DARK PRINCESS

(Continued from page 5)

Lynds echoed those sentiments when discussing the raceday double as he guided hot favourite Savvy Coup (NZ)
future prospects of his charge. (Savabeel) to victory in the Gr.1 Livamol Classic (2040m) one

“It was a good effort and very pleasing,” he said. race later.

“She’s on the way up and might get a trip over the ditch - NZ Racing Desk
one day. She hasn't got up to her forte yet, which will be over

.. . Race Hawkes Bay Hastings-Hawke’s Bay H. 1600m.

ground, so we're just making her as a horse.

“It's pleasing to come out on a track like this and see what il Dark Princess (NZ) 2013

" Owners J G Snaddon
she can do!  Lynd
.. Trainer Jeff Lynds (Awapuni)

Lynds indicated the mare, who was a $46,000 purchase Breeding by Cape Blanco (IRE) out of Game Duchess (AUS)
from the Cambridge Stud draft at Karaka in 2015, would be by Montjeu (IRE)
set for the Gr.3 Thompson Handicap (1600m) at Trentham on Breeder Sir Patrick & Lady Hogan; Waikato; NZ
October 27 as her next assignment. Sales 2015 National Yearling Sale - Select Sale V:

Cambridge Stud $46000 P: JR Lynds

The victory provided Johnson with the first leg of a

NEWS IN BRIEF

Te Awamutu race-meeting abandoned

The Sunday race-meeting at Te Awamutu was abandoned after problems with horses slipping were identified following the
completion of the second event.

In a situation eerily similar to the one that caused the abandonment of racing at Riccarton Park on Saturday, a greasy patch of turf and
inconsistent surface between the 800m and 600m mark, as well as on the home bend, has caused the issues.

“Several riders from race two had come and reported their mounts had shifted rounding the bends,” Stipendiary Steward Brady Jones
said.

“Particularly between the 800m and 600m but also the bend turning for home.

“We went out and had a look but couldn’t find any real slip marks of note but it was more the inconsistencies in the track that was the
main concern.

“After we had inspected the track the general consensus amongst the riders was that there was no confidence in the track surface and
that they wouldn’t be able to ride competitively around those bends.”

New Zealand Thoroughbred Racing are not looking to reschedule the meeting, but will consider options including adding a race or
races to other programmes going forward including the possibility of rescheduling the Te Awamutu Cup. - NZ Racing Desk

Next auction entries due online 7pm Monday 8 October

on gavelhouse.com on gavelhouse.com on gavelhouse.com on gavelhouse.com on gavelhouse.com

ENTER ONLINE OR CONTACT THE TEAM TO DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS ON 09 296 4436.
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McKAY HARBOURS CLASSIC
AMBITIONS FOR HASTINGS WINNER

Promising three-year-old Langkawi (Gold Cap) grabs his maiden victory with a gritty performance (Trish Dunell)

oyally bred three-year-old

Langkawi (NZ) (Helmet) took

the first step on a path towards
some of the feature age group events
later in the summer when he landed
his first victory at Hastings on the
weekend.

The Helmet gelding is out of handy
broodmare Shortblackmini (NZ), who
has produced the well performed
Amarula (NZ) (Thorn Park) and Little
Wonder (NZ) (Volksraad )from her first

four foals. The Black Minnaloushe mare
is a half sister to six-time Group One
winner Sir Slick (NZ) (Volksraad) and
2014 Gr.1 New Zealand Derby winner,
Puccini (NZ) (Encosta De Lago).

The Peter McKay trained runner
looks to have inherited plenty of the
family ability. He ended a frustrating
run of runner-up finishes with victory
over 1400m in a special conditions
maiden event at his fifth raceday start.

There was plenty of merit in the

performance of Langkawi as he out-
toughed the Lisa Latta trained Lincoln
Falls (Dundeel), who is touted as a
serious contender for the Gr.1 Al Basti
Equiworld Dubai New Zealand 2000
Guineas (1600m) at Riccarton next
month.

McKay cut a satisfied figure as he
outlined his plans over the next six
months for the gelding.

“He’s still a green horse who will

Continued on page 8
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McKAY HARBOURS CLASSIC

be better after Christmas but that's a
pretty good horse he’s chased down
today,” he said.

“He’s a bit like Puccini, same family,
as he’s taken time to mature. At the
moment he’s just playing games but
when he really knows what he is doing
he could be a good staying horse.”

McKay, who co-owns the horse
with his wife Kim and Steve Gudsell,
had thought of starting Langkawi
in the Gr.2 Sacred Falls Hawkes Bay
Guineas (1400m) but opted for what
he thought might be a softer option.

“l thought this was going to be a
wee bit weaker but when | saw Lincoln
Falls | thought if he beats him he could

NEWS IN BRIEF

The Opera House filly to trial at Cranbourne

(Continued from page 7)

be placed in the Guineas,” he said.

“Steve was happy with my decision
as | said we're not quite ready to be
taking on the Guineas horses.

“There’s plenty for him later on in
the season, as | have ear-marked the
Derby for him so we don’t want to
be pressuring him too much at the
moment.

“Now we can back off him slightly
and hopefully he can mature and
become a proper horse.”

Lincoln Falls lost no admirers in
finishing second and currently sits
at an $18 quote on the Fixed Odds
market for the 2000 Guineas while
the third-placed Out Of The Park (NZ)

(Ocean Park) caught the eye with a
barn-storming finish for co-owner
Brendon McCullum and his Vermair
Out Of The Park Il syndicate.

- NZ Racing Desk

Race Hawkes Bay Stella Artois H.
1400m.

Winner Langkawi (NZ) 2015

Owners S B Gudsell, Kim & Peter
McKay

Trainer Peter McKay (Matamata

Breeding by Helmet (AUS) out of

Shortblackmini by Black
Minnaloushe (USA)

Breeder Kaihere Bloodstock
Partnership; Waikato; NZ
Sales 2017 National Yearling

Sale - Premier V: Seaton
Park Ltd $55000 P: PN & K

McKay

Stunning all white filly Utzon (NZ) (Charm Spirit) will grace the trialling track at Cranbourne today for her trainers Ciaron Maher and

David Eustace.

The well-named Utzon, after the Sydney Opera House’s Danish architect Jorn Utzon, is down to trial in the seventh heat of the

morning at 10am.

Utzon is raced by Yulong Investments and will carry their familiar green silks with white checked sleeves and white cap. By Windsor
Park shuttle stallion Charm Spirit out of The Opera House, the filly was a $120,000 purchase for Yulong from Windsor Park’s 2018 Book 1

draft at the National Yearling Sale at Karaka.

She has a familiar-looking stablemate, with half-brother and fellow white horse Grand Bernini (NZ) (Shamexpress) - who will race in
the China Horse Club silks - yet to hit the race-track, but the Shamexpress colt did have a Caulfield jump-out in July.

IFFRAAJ-Proven G1 Sire

Australian G1 winner #4!
JUNGLE CAT, winner of the

G1 MRC Sir Rupert Clarke Stakes

LIMITED BOOKINGS STILL AVAILABLE

2018 SERVICE FEE $25,000 + GST

F HAUNUI'FARM

Thorough+bred | haunuifarm.co.nz



https://www.haunuifarm.co.nz/stallions/iffraaj/profile/
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MERTENS HITS TARGET AT SPECIAL
SINGAPORE MISSION WITH FIRST WINNER

fter a first look around on Friday night,

Australian jockey Beau Mertens didn’t

take long to get aboard his first winner in
Singapore with the well-backed Molineux (NZ)
(Savabeel) at Sunday’s meeting.

At his first visit at Kranji, the 21-year-old
Melbourne rider is licensed for only those two
days to make up for a shortage of jockeys due to
suspensions.

Booked for seven rides on Sunday, Mertens
did not waste any time by getting right on
the money at his very first assignment in the
$45,000 Class 4 Non Premier race over 1600m.

Dropping the Savabeel four-year-old in
the rear bunch, Mertens only got busy before
cornering, angling his mount to the outside
for his launch. With daylight ahead, Molineux
produced the fastest sectionals inside the last
200m to head home towards his first win from
six starts that had thus far produced a second
place as his best result.

“I'm pretty rapt | got my first winner in Singapore today.

A big thanks to Matty Hyland who gave me the call-up,” said
Mertens, a winner of 250 races back home and who finished a
close runner-up to multiple-champion jockey Craig Williams
in the Melbourne premiership in 2016/2017 when still an
apprentice jockey.

“Today, the horse (Molineux) presented himself very well.
| was told not to ride this horse (Molineux) too close to the

speed early, even if | was maybe a couple of pairs further back.

“He had every chance, and once | got stuck into him when
he got into the clear, he finished off very well”

With winning trainer Stephen Gray away at the Gold Coast
Magic Millions 2YO'’s in Training Sale, it was left to racing
manager Craig Geehman to do the honours at the winner’s
circle.

“It’s terrific for Beau. He rode the horse patiently and it’s
terrific for the horse and the St George Stable as well, as Paul
Hickman has been such a great supporter of the stable for so

Molineux breaks his maiden status at Kranji

long,” said Geehman who mainly looks after the social media
aspect and horse owner relations at the stable.

“The boss is at the Gold Coast looking for the next
champion. In the last six or seven weeks, we've had winners
every week, even doubles.

“Horses have turned the corner and they are going great
guns.”

With that maiden success, Molineux has now brought up
close to $50,000 in stakes earnings for the St George Stable.

Race Singapore TC Class 4 H. 1600m.

Winner Molineux (NZ) 2014

Owners St. George Stable

Trainer Stephen Gray (Kranji)

Breeding by Savabeel (AUS) out of Peony by Pins (AUS)

Breeder Confluence Trustee Ltd & Waikato Stud Ltd;
Waikato; NZ

Sales National Yearling Sale - Select Session V: Waikato
Stud Ltd $125000 P: S Gray/St George Racing
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PLACAIS POTS OWN RIDE BUT WILL
TAKE DOUBLE ‘MERCI BEAUCOUP’

rench jockey Olivier Placais
F admitted his winning ride on

favourite Nowyousee (NZ)
(O'Reilly) was not pretty, but he will
still take it with both hands.

Placais had been in white-hot form
for around four months, racking up
winners week-in week-out, the zenith
being his Emirates Singapore Derby
win in July, but his season recently

Race Singapore TC Kranji S.
1100m.

Winner Now You See (NZ) 2014

Owners Titanium Stable

Trainer Lee Freedman (Kranji)

Breeding by O'Reilly out of Fabulist
by Savabeel (AUS)

Breeder Waikato Stud Ltd;
Waikato; NZ

hit the skids with suspensions for
careless riding, as well as a slight drop
in winners.

To earn a riding double courtesy
of trainer Lee Freedman (also prepares
his earlier winner My Big Boss) in such
times was a leg-up Placais would not
sneeze at for sure, especially as most
of the suspended jockeys on the outer
would be back from next week.

Placais was making hay while the
sun shines, but he was still a touch
sheepish and self-critical of his ride at
the weigh-in.

“Actually, I'm very lucky to win
because the horse is good. That's
one ride you should not show at the
apprentice school,” he said.

“It wasn't my best ride. Horse No 4
(Marine Treasure) was tired early and |
had to pass him right on the outside.

“But luckily, | have a strong horse
who can still go ahead. This horse is
still improving race after race.

“| feel sorry for Daniel (Moor), but
that’s the sport we're in/”

The Australian jockey is one of six
riders missing from the roster at this
weekend’s action through suspension.
He would have on paper been the
booking for both My Big Boss (Smart
Missile) and Nowyousee.

Freedman said he might pencil
in the Garden City Trophy (1200m)
on October 21 as Nowyousee’s next
target.

“He did a good job to win
today. He was up in weights and
he’s not a very big horse,” said the
Australian handler.

“I told Jeffrey (Soh of
Titanium Racing Stable) he has
been training very well and he
would be hard to beat today.

“He will go up in grade and |
may run him in the Garden City
Trophy as he will get a drop in
weight, but we'll see how he
pulls up first.”

A four-year-old by O'Reilly,
Nowyousee has now achieved
a handy record of five wins and
four placings from 10 starts for
prizemoney hitting around the
$270,000 mark for the Titanium
Racing Stable.

Olivier Placais scores on Nowyousee




2018 STALLION ROSTER

CHARM SPIRIT PO.A

Invincible Spirit — L‘Enjoleuse by Montjeu

TURN ME LOOSE

Iffraaj - Indomitable by Danehill $1 5 ,OOO*
RIP VAN WINKLE

Galileo — Looking Back by Stravinsky $1 215 00*
SHAMEXPRESS

O’Reilly - Volkrose by Volksraad $1 215 00*
MONGOLIAN KHAN 810.000*
Holy Roman Emperor — Centafit by Centaine 1
RAGEESE

Street Cry by Rabsha by Dehere $5,OOO*
VANBRUGH

$5,000*

Encosta de Lago — Soho Secret by Lucky Ow.

*All service fees exclude GST and include a Live Foal Guarantee

RODNEY SCHICK 021 798 901
STEVETILL 027 479 8901

MICHAEL MORAN 021 326 276 WINDSOR

www.windsorparkstud.co.nz PARK STUD
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NZ STALLION AWARDS

THE CENTAINE AWARD

SAVABEEL $2,009,609

DARCI BRAHMA $931,614

RIP VAN WINKLE $859,449

THORN PARK $730,833

PER INCANTO $648,207

THE DEWAR STALLION TROPHY

O’REILLY $1,105,250

GALLANT GURU $648,490

RIP VAN WINKLE $565,330

REDWOOD $463,625

ZED $402,373

Criteria: Sire whose NZ-conceived progeny have accumulated the
highest stakes earnings worldwide

Criteria: Sire whose progeny have accumulated the highest
combined stakes earnings in Australia & New Zealand

THE GROSVENOR AWARD

$383,173 PERRY MASON $66,875

COMMANDS $313,000 MELODY BELLE $312,500

IFFRAAJ $244,479 MELT $79,376

GALLANT GURU $199,365 JACKFROST $132,625

PINS $189,312 MADISON COUNTY $76,500

Criteria: Leading Sires by Earnings in New Zealand
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NZ BRED WINNERS IN HONG KONG
OCTOBER 1

HORSE & BREEDING

FULL OF CHANCES (NZ) 2013 by Thewayyouare
(USA) out of Suzie Temple by Mellifont (USA)

FRESH POWER (NZ) 2013 by Makfi (GB) out of
Bannisters (AUS) by Redoute’s Choice (AUS)

Vanderkemp GREEN ENERGY (H.K.) (NZ) 2012
by Rip Van Winkle (IRE) out of Medrano (AUS) by
General Nediym (AUS)

BREEDER

GT&MrsJA
Hennessy

G Harvey

Frantic Bloodstock
Ltd; Haunui
Bloodstock Ltd & D
Nicol

RACE

HKJC Xian H.
1800m.

HKJC Shenyang H.
1400m.

HKJC Tianjin H.
1400m.

SALES DETAILS

2015 National Yearling Sale V: Westbury Stud
Ltd $75000 P: Me Tsui

2014 National Yearling Sale - Premier Sale V:
Haunui Farm $250000 P: Bruce Perry B/stock

NZ BRED WINNERS IN HONG KONG
OCTOBER 3

HORSE & BREEDING

NAMJONG PLUS (NZ) 2013 by Zacinto (GB) out
of Volkara by Volksraad (GB)

Shrug FLYING FORCE (H.K.) (NZ) 2011 by Any
Suggestion (AUS) out of Cross Examine by Cape
Cross (IRE)

BREEDER

MrsDC&NJ
Cournane

AJRyan

RACE

HKJC Kwoon
Chung Macau
Express H. 1800m.

HKJC Kwoon
Chung Zhuhai
Express H. 1200m.

SALES DETAILS

2012 National Weanling; Broodmare & Mixed
Sale V: Whareroa Farm $5000 P: Mr Jer
Andrews

NZ BRED WINNERS IN HONG KONG
OCTOBER 7

HORSE & BREEDING

MORETHANLUCKY (NZ) 2013 by Per Incanto
(USA) out of Viking Angel by Viking Ruler (AUS)

BREEDER

A O; D; J &R Burton;
J; Mrs L A & Miss M
J Hunt

RACE

HKJC Yew H.
1400m.

SALES DETAILS

2015 National Yearling Sale - Festival Session
V: Westend Partnership $65000 P: Brookby
Stables

2015 Ready to Run Sale V: Mana Park $210000
P: Magus Equine




8 October 2018

NZ BRED WINNERS IN SINGAPORE
OCTOBER 5

HORSE & BREEDING

SACRED SEA (NZ) 2013 by Sea the Stars (IRE) out
of Gipsy Countess (IRE) by Sadler’s Wells (USA)

CENTURION (NZ) 2014 by Zed out of Taupaki
Flight by British Banker (CAN)

SHOOT UP HIGH (NZ) 2013 by Coats Choice
(AUS) out of Endrita by End Sweep (USA)

BREEDER

Raffles Dancers (NZ)
Pty Ltd

G P Boland;
Auckland; NZ

AW Jones & Mrs E
W Morris

RACE

Singapore TC Class
4 H. 1800m.

Singapore TC Open
Maiden S. 1400m.

Singapore TC Class
4 H. 1200m.

SALES DETAILS

2015 National Yearling Sale - Select Sale V:
Berkley Stud $42500 P: B McDonald

NZ BRED WINNERS IN SINGAPORE
OCTOBER 5

HORSE & BREEDING

MOLINEUX (NZ) 2014 by Savabeel (AUS) out of
Peony by Pins (AUS)

PRINCE ALEXANDER (NZ) 2013 by
Onceuponatime out of Market Leader (GB) by
Marju (IRE)

NOWYOUSEE (NZ) 2014 by O'Reilly out of
Fabulist by Savabeel (AUS)

WHAT’S NEW (NZ) 2014 by Casino Prince (AUS)
out of Pussycat Dream (GB) by Oasis Dream

BREEDER

Confluence Trustee
Ltd & Waikato Stud
Ltd; Waikato; NZ

W N Lam

Waikato Stud Ltd;
Waikato; NZ

Greenwich Stud Pty
Ltd; Waikato; NZ

RACE

Singapore TC Class
4 H. 1600m.

Singapore TC Class
4 H. 1000m.

Singapore TC Kranji
S. 1100m.

Singapore TC Class
3 H. 1600m.

SALES DETAILS

2016 National Yearling Sale - Select Session V:
Waikato Stud Ltd $125000 P: S Gray/St George
Racing

2016 Gold Coast Yearling Sale V: Sledmere Stud
$170000 P: Theo Kieser




