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Last-start Group One winner, Shadows Cast will look to add another elite level victory to his record at Otaki tomorrow (Race Images, Peter Rubery)

Shadows Cast ready 
to add to Group One haul

PREFERMENT LEADS HOME WALLER
TRIFECTA IN DASHING BMW TRIUMPH

Continued on  page  3

Awapuni trainer Mark Oulaghan is pleased with his 
Group One winning miler Shadows Cast (NZ) (Per 
Incanto) heading into Saturday’s Gr.1 Haunui Farm 

WFA Group One Classic (1600m) at Otaki.
The son of Per Incanto was an impressive winner of the 

Gr.1 Thorndon Mile (1600m) last start and Oulaghan believes 
the six-year-old will run well again this weekend.

“He came through the win well and he has had a 
reasonably light time afterwards,” Oulaghan said.

“He handled it all okay and seems pretty well at the 

moment.”
The Central Districts horseman elected to bypass Group 

One races at Te Rapa over 1400m and 2000m respectively, 
meaning it has been more than a month between runs for 
Shadows Cast.

“The 1400m would have been a bit sharp for him and we 
didn’t want to step up to 2000m at that stage, so we decided 
to sit and wait for this race here,” Oulaghan said.

“I am comfortable with the gap between runs. He has 
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BEN’S DAY BRIGHTENED BY DESERVED
ROTORUA STAKES WIN FOR ILLUMINATI

Shadows Cast ready 
to add to Group One haul

(Continued from page  1)

done that in the past and been okay and just taking a line 
through that, I don’t think he is far off the mark.”

Shadows Cast will be re-united with Johnathan Parkes, 
who missed the Thorndon Mile ride after committing to 
Darscape Princess (NZ) (Darci Brahma) but has enjoyed Group 
race success on the gelding previously. 

While Oulaghan is pleased to have a quality rider engaged, 
he, like many, is miffed by the clash of race meetings at 
Matamata and Otaki which both feature Group races and 
splits the pool of premier riding talent.

“It’s a Group One race at Otaki on Saturday, but it’s not a 
Premier meeting, which I find a bit surprising,” he said.  “You’d 
think they would just unite a bit better and work something 
out.”

Shadows Cast has drawn well in barrier five and is likely to 
be ridden forward once again.

“Over a mile, if he can cruise along quite handy, he seems 
to be quite happy and I think from barrier five he will be just 
off them,” Oulaghan said.

“There are some decent horses in the race, there is no 
doubt about that.

“Melody Belle has got the form on the board, Rogey’s 
three-year-old (More Wonder) I think is a good horse, but he 

has to do things right, Bostonian and Volpe Veloce are smart 
horses and I don’t know how to assess Chris Waller’s horse, 
Endless Drama.”

Shadows Cast’s performance on Saturday will dictate 
whether he pushes on to the Gr.1 Bonecrusher New Zealand 
Stakes (2000m) at Ellerslie.

“A mile is as far as he has raced over, but we would look at 
the weight-for-age race on Auckland Cup Day,” Oulaghan said.

Meanwhile, Oulaghan believes his progressive staying 
mare Shared Secrets (NZ) (Nadeem) will derive good benefit 
from her down-the-track performance in the Gr.2 Avondale 
Cup (2400m) last Saturday, where she was a well-beaten 
eleventh.

“She’s a funny sort of horse,” Oulaghan said. “She has 
got the ability but she is a little bit fragile and she is not the 
sharpest knife in the drawer as far as her brain goes and it just 
takes her a while to catch onto things.

“It was her first trip away and she didn’t do that well. We 
stayed at Te Rapa and she didn’t do what we were hoping she 
would do, but she will be much better for the experience.

“Having said that, I doubt we would go back for the 
(Auckland) Cup,” he said. 

– NZ Racing Desk

https://www.haunuifarm.co.nz/
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Bavella the benchmark for Noble

Live And Free confirms
Qld Derby tilt

Classy juvenile filly Bavella tackles the Gr.2 J Swap Contractors Matamata Breeders’ Stakes on Saturday (Race Images, Kenton Wright)

“She’s just an absolute professional 
and has that natural ability. From day 
one, she gave us that indication.”

TAB bookmakers opened Bavella 
as an even money favourite for the 
Matamata Breeders’ Stakes but were 
forced to trim her quote to $1.90 with 
the weight of early money for her.

Noble was confident Bavella 
would run well but was wary that she 
could be vulnerable fresh-up against 
seasoned summer-performed rivals.

“The only question mark is that she 

Talented two-year-old Bavella 
(Snitzel) is helping Karaka 
trainer Lance Noble break new 

ground.
Noble will saddle the unbeaten 

Snitzel filly in Saturday’s Gr.2 J Swap 
Contractors Matamata Breeders’ Stakes 
(1200m), happy in the knowledge that 
she is the new benchmark among two-
year-olds he has trained.

“She’s clearly the best two-year-old 
I’ve had anything to do with,” Noble 
said.

showed a lot of ability in the spring 
against the early two-year-olds and 
how much the other horses have 
improved,” he said.

“Has she improved? That’s hard to 
tell until we see her on the track. If she 
shows what she did in the spring, then 
you’d think she’d be very competitive.

“This is her second preparation 
and she’s more settled. She mooches 
around doing slow work but she 
switches on with her quicker work like 

Continued on  page  5
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Bavella the benchmark for Noble
Marks Ewen & Associates Kaimai 
Stakes (2000m), the race serving as 
the Savabeel five-year-old gelding’s 
leadup to the Gr.1 Barfoot & Thompson 
Auckland Cup (3200m) at Ellerslie on 
March 9.

“We just don’t know what to 
expect with him because he just keeps 
getting better. He had 10 days off after 
his third placing in the Wellington 
Cup (Gr.3, 3200m) but he doesn’t need 
a lot of work - he’s naturally fit,” said 

a real professional. Leith (Innes, jockey) 
came out and galloped her this week 
and he was really happy with the way 
she’s going.”

With her regular jockey Innes 
suspended, Vinnie Colgan has picked 
up the ride on Bavella on Saturday in 
her first start since winning the Listed 
Splice Construction Stakes (1100m) at 
Pukekohe in November.

Bred and raced by Cambridge 
Stud’s Brendan and Jo Lindsay, Bavella 
had won easily on debut at Ellerslie in 
October, having chased subsequent 
Karaka Million 2YO (1200m) winner 
Probabeel (NZ) (Savabeel) in running 
second at the Te Awamutu trials before 
racing.

“She pulled a muscle in that last 
run at Pukekohe so she had a month 
off. She was going to have a break 
anyway so it really hasn’t affected 
her preparation. Because she wasn’t 
eligible for the Karaka Million, we 
weren’t pushing to get her anywhere,” 
Noble said.

“She’ll have this one on Saturday 
and then it’s two weeks into the 
Sistema Stakes (Gr.1, 1200m). While we 
expect her to strip fit and run well this 
weekend, there’s still improvement in 
her.

“I don’t like being too cocky but if 
she’s somewhere near what she was 
doing in the spring, then she’s going to 
take some beating.”

Noble will also saddle Gr.3 City Of 
Auckland Cup (2400m) winner Prince 
Jabeel (Savabeel) in Saturday’s Listed 

Noble, fresh from producing Avondale 
winners Sistabeel (Savabeel) and 
Markle (Stratum) on Wednesday.

“This is a race to get him ready for 
the Auckland Cup and you’d expect it 
to be too short for him, but he might 
just run a cheeky race over 2000m. 
It’s confusing, the weights in these 
handicaps though. He carried 59 kilos 
in the Wellington Cup and the next 
handicap he’s in, he drops to 53.5kg - 
but I guess that also helps.” 

- NZ Racing Desk

(Continued from page  4)
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Great start to new partnership

All the way for Azaboy
in Championship Stakes

Roger James (left) with training partner, Robert Wellwood (Race Images, 
Peter Rubery)

Cambridge trainer Roger James is enjoying one of his 
best seasons in recent times. 

James, along with his young training partner Robert 
Wellwood, have recorded 25 wins from 130 starts, resulting in 
the stable’s best strike rate since the 2000/2001 season. 

James credits the success to the quality of horses he and 
Wellwood have in training at Kingsclere Stables. 

“We’ve got good horses in the stable and that makes life a 
lot easier,” he said. “It’s very hard to make slow ones run fast.

“We’re not doing anything different to what we’ve done for 
years.”

One such good horse is Rondinella (NZ) (Ocean Park), an 
impressive winner of her last two starts, and James rates the 
four-year-old daughter of Ocean Park highly heading into the 
Listed Marks Ewan and Associates Kaimai Stakes (2000m) at 
Matamata on Saturday. 

“I made a bold statement when she won her maiden 
race that she’s the best that I’ve trained since Silent Achiever 
and she’s given me no reason to change my mind on that 
statement,” he said. 

“I’m really happy with her. She takes very little work but the 
one piece of work that she’s had was quite stunning, I just hope 
that we don’t get all the rain that’s predicted.”

The depth of quality in the stable is further highlighted by 
the stable’s other runners this weekend. 

“On Saturday at Matamata we’ve got Concert Hall (Rich Hill 
Stud 1600) she’s had two wins and a second in three starts and 
was quite stunning last start,” James said. 

“We also have Hasstobegood in the Matamata Breeders 
Stakes (Gr.2 1200m), Jimmy Rocket in the last (Westbury 
Waikato Handicap), his form’s pretty solid. 

“Then we’ve got Von Tunzelman (Gr.1 Haunui Farm WFA 
Group One Classic) and Hanger (Cavallo Farm and Chris Rutten 
Bloodstock 1200) down at Otaki,” said James, not forgetting 
two additional headline acts.

“Elate is really well she will hold a nomination for the 
Lowland Stakes (Gr.2, 2100m) but probably more than likely go 
to the Sunline (Gr.3, 2100m). 

“Hypnos has had a short spell and he’s back in now and 
looking at a preparation towards the Queensland Guineas (Gr.2, 
1600m).”

If their recent spending spree at Karaka is anything to go by, 
Kingsclere Stables won’t be slowing down any time soon, with 
five horses knocked down to the pair during the Book 1 session 
at a cost of $795,000. 

“Going into the sale I had one solid order and I worked very 
hard to get support and I was very grateful for the support that 
I got,” James said. 

“I’ve been doing it a number of years now and I’ve got some 
very good owners around me and I have to work hard putting 
the syndicates together.

“Robert bought a horse of his own to syndicate for the first 
time and he’s managed to bring some new owners in, which is 
really good and I had at least one new owner come in at quite a 
good level.

“Robert is an integral part of the team, I think we work well 
together and that’s been proven. 

“I think it’s largely a younger person’s industry and I think 
that’s where having a young training partner brings us a good 
balance because I’ve got my solid established senior clients and 
Robert is mixing in different circles to me and he brings with 
him a lot of enthusiasm. 

“He’s a people person so it means we’re covering a bigger 
circle of people than perhaps I was covering on my own.”

 – NZ Racing Desk



Friday 22 February 2019

7

NEWS IN BRIEF

David Ellis (left) with Jamie Richards Vernanme (NZ) (O’Reilly)

Ellis buoyed by yearling interest
Te Akau Racing has enjoyed a stellar 

season on the track and principal David Ellis 
is hoping that will continue this weekend 
when Melody Belle (NZ) (Commands) lines 
up in the Gr.1 Haunui Farm WFA Group One 
Classic (1600m) at Otaki.

The four-year-old daughter of Commands, 
who is raced by Fortuna Syndications, has 
won three Group One races this season 
and has proven to be an astute purchase 
out of Haunui Farm’s 2016 New Zealand 
Bloodstock Premier Yearling Sale draft by 
Ellis.

He went back to the same well in January 
to try and uncover Te Akau’s next star and 
he believes he has done so. Buoyed by the 
quality of yearlings on offer, Ellis was able to 
be active at the sale in January, purchasing 
43 yearlings for just over $8 million.

“We have got a really great ownership 
base that we have built up over a lifetime,” 
Ellis said. Full story here.

Sensei (Dream Ahead)

Savvy Coup (NZ) (Savabeel)

Merrygowin (NZ) (Castledale)

Waller keen to get a line on New Zealand 
Gr.1 winner

Leading trainer Chris Waller admits he 
isn’t too sure what he has on his hands with 
Gr.1 Livamol Classic (2040m) winner, Savvy 
Coup (NZ) (Savabeel) but is keen to find out.

The former Michael and Matthew Pitman-
trained mare will have her first start for 
Waller in the Gr.2 Millie Fox Stakes (1300m) 
at Rosehill on Saturday with Waller eager to 
see how she performs.

“She (Savvy Coup) makes her debut for the 
stable,” he said.

“She was sent to us by her trainer in New 
Zealand, being Michael Pittman, and her 
owners and it is certainly a privilege to be 
able to get a horse like this in the stable and 
I look forward to her having a good autumn. 

“She could be a little vulnerable first up, 
especially from a wide draw with such a big 
weight but I would just like to see her attack 
the line strongly, hoping to see her run into 
the money and she will certainly improve 
with the run.”

More black-type assaults by Marsh
Stephen Marsh is preparing to stage a 

two-pronged attack on Saturday’s Gr.2 
J. Swap Contractors Matamata Breeders’ 
Stakes (1200m), while breathing a sigh of 
relief over his Derby prospect Vernanme 
(NZ) (O’Reilly).

The Cambridge trainer is aiming Karaka 
Million 2YO (1200m) placegetter Appellant 
(NZ) (Showcasing) and the promising 
Glinda Goodwitch (NZ) (Per Incanto) at the 
Matamata feature, while stablemate Scotch 
(I Am Invincible) will be nominated for the 
other juvenile feature, the Gr.3 Waikato Stud 
Slipper (1200m).

Pleased to have runners in both two-year-
old features, Marsh is even more thrilled 
with the recovery of Vernanme after a 
pre-race scare going into last Saturday’s Gr.2 
Avondale Guineas (2100m).  Full story here

continued on page 9

Pitman, who trains in partnership with 
his son Matthew, is looking forward to 
another adventure this weekend when 
smart sprinter Sensei (Dream Ahead) will 
represent the stable in the Gr.1 Oakleigh 
Plate (1100m) at Caulfield and take on some 
of Australia’s best sprinters. 

The Christchurch horseman has made no 
secret of the fact he rates the last-start Gr.1 
Telegraph (1200m) placegetter as superior 
to his stablemate and winner of that race, 
Enzo’s Lad (Testa Rossa).  Full story here 

Sensei primed for Oakleigh Plate hit-and-
run

Riccarton trainer Michael Pitman has 
never been afraid to travel his horses in 
search of lucrative prizemoney and the right 
conditions. 

No Pressure for Paul
Paul O’Sullivan landed his eighth win of 

a difficult campaign when Merrygowin 
(NZ) (Castledale) got the run of the race to 
capture Wednesday night’s Class 4 Rotary 
Centenary Challenge Cup Handicap (1650m) 
in Hong Kong.

But the handler is not one for feeling 
pressure’s pinch - “I’ve been here too long” - 
and believes he has plenty to look forward 
to in the coming months.

“I’ve got a lot of young horses about to 
step out and a few of them look alright, too,” 
the Kiwi said.  

https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/37435/Ellis-buoyed-by-yearling-interest/
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/37390/More-black-type-assaults-by-Marsh/
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/37411/Sensei-primed-for-Oakleigh-Plate-hit-and-run/
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“I predicted I was going to have a tough 

first half – not quite this tough – I looked 
at the horses and knew they had to come 
down the handicap before they could win. 
But I’m pretty happy with the young ones 
– it’s just a matter of being patient and 
keeping your head on your shoulders.”

Merrygowin tracked the front-running 
Glory Star (High Chaparral) and kicked on 
in the straight for a grinding win over the 
unfortunate runner-up Naboo Star (Casino 
Prince).

“He’s an honest horse,” O’Sullivan said of 
the winner. “He ran well in Class 3 two starts 
back, he drew the gate tonight and things 
fell into his lap. He’s going to go back up to 
Class 3 and do his best.”

Spring Delight (NZ) (Tavistock)

Vengeur Masque (Monsun)

Tantalising (NZ) (Savabeel) Griffin (NZ) (Iffraaj)

Tantalising win at Avondale
Savabeel mare Tantalising (NZ) made it 

back-to-back wins when she took out the 
NZB Insurance Pearl Series Race 1600 at 
Avondale on Wednesday.

The Stephen Marsh-trained runner was 
sent back to the rear of the field by jockey 
Sam Collett, where she stalked her four 
competitors throughout. 

Collett presented her charge at the 
home turn where she was able to gather 
in her opposition and run away to win by 
1-1/4 lengths over Excelsior Island (Exceed 
and Excel), with Pullyoursocksup (NZ) 
(Thewayyouare) a further long neck back in 
third.

“It was a tactical affair,” Racing Manager 
Todd Pollard said. 

“Sam went back last, but she has that 
good turn of foot at the end of the race, 
which she always has, and that was evident 
today.

“She’s a mare who has kept improving 
and is turning into quite a nice mare to go 
back-to-back. 

“She is only lightly raced and she has 
already won two, so it’s quite good for the 
Valachi team.”

Griffin victorious at Wairoa
Well related galloper Griffin (NZ) (Iffraaj) 

picked up the third win of his career at 
Wairoa on Thursday when he took out the 
Paddy Kennedy Memorial (1300m).

The Jamie Richards-trained runner was 
sent forward early by apprentice jockey 
Chelsea Burdan to sit outside the leader 
Ottavio (NZ) (Makfi).

The full-brother to three-time Group 
One winner Gingernuts (NZ) took the lead 
turning for home and was able to hold out 
is rivals to win by half a length over Nuclear 
Fusion (NZ) (Power), with a further neck 
back to Comeback (NZ) (Makfi) in third.

Delight in maiden victory
Promising three-year-old filly Spring 

Delight (NZ) (Tavistock) is a bridesmaid no 
longer.

The Murray Baker and Andrew Forsman-
trained filly has been runner-up in three 
of her five previous starts and managed to 
break through for her maiden victory in the 
Magness The Mighty Steam Train 2100 at 
Avondale on Wednesday.

The daughter of Tavistock settled off the 
pace for in-form hoop Matthew Cameron 
before he improved her three-wide at the 
600m mark.

Spring Delight took control of the race 
down the straight, winning comfortably 
by 2-3/4 lengths over Acacia (NZ) (Roc de 
Cambes), with 2-1/2 lengths back to Rusalka 
(NZ) (Savabeel) in third.

“It was a really good effort,” Forsman said. 
“First run over ground with blinkers on, 

she got into a bit of a niggly position in the 
run, but she was too good.

“She has been in really good form. She 
just hit the front a couple of times and just 
knocked off the job and I think the blinkers 
really helped.”

“He’s been a bit of a slow maturing horse, 
but he is getting there,” stable representative 
Paul Richards said. “Chelsea rode him exactly 
how we talked about and did a good job.”

Auckland Cup on radar for Moroney 
import

Trans-Tasman trainer Mike Moroney is 
strongly considering a tilt at the Gr.1 Barfoot 
& Thompson Auckland Cup (3200m) at 
Ellerslie on March 9 with imported stayer 
Vengeur Masque (Monsun). 

The son of Monsun was a strong winner 
of the Listed Torney Night Cup (2500m) at 
Moonee Valley last Friday and Moroney, who 
trains in partnership with Pam Gerard in 
New Zealand, believes the set weights and 
penalties conditions of the Auckland Cup 
would suit the seven-year-old stayer.

“After watching the Avondale Cup (Gr.2, 
2400m) last weekend we are thinking there 
is not a lot of strength to the field, I know it’s 
hard to marry the form up,” Moroney said.  
Full story here

continued on next page

https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/37417/Auckland-Cup-on-radar-for-Moroney-import/
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Saturday the Swiss Ace filly will instead be 
recovering from an operation.

 Miss Federer had been stabled at Stephen 
McKee’s Ardmore property since her 
Taranaki win and Carston made a special 
trip north from Christchurch last Monday 
afternoon to ride her in work the following 
morning.  Full story 

Madison County (NZ) (Pins) Weaponry (NZ) (Declaration Of War)

Miss Federer (NZ) (Swiss Ace)

Madison County Sydney-bound after sale 
falls through

Dual Group One-winning three-year-old 
Madison County (NZ) (Pins) will head 
to Sydney in preparation for an autumn 
campaign after his sale to Hong Kong fell 
through.

The Murray Baker and Andrew Forsman-
trained gelding won the Gr.1 New Zealand 
2000 Guineas (1600m) at Riccarton in 
November followed by the Gr.1 Levin Classic 
(1600m) at Trentham before finishing a 
gallant third behind Long Leaf (Fastnet 
Rock) in the rich Karaka Million 3YO (1600m) 
at Ellerslie in January.

He was set to start in the Gr.1 Herbie 
Dykes Stakes (2000m) at Te Rapa earlier this 
month, but was scratched with the seven 
figure sale to Hong Kong pending.

However, that sale was not to eventuate 
and the son of Pins will now head to 
Sydney next week where he is nominated 
for a number of races, including the Gr.1 
Randwick (1600m) and Gr.1 Rosehill Guineas 
(2000m).

“The sale fell over,” Baker said. “We will 
take him to Sydney and race him. He is 
nominated over there.

“We are not disappointed, we have still 
got a good horse to train, it just happens 
now and then (sales falling through).

“He has missed very little work because 
we just kept him ticking over and we’ll 
probably go over there (Sydney) early next 
week.”

Weaponry aimed at Wellington Guineas
Last-start Listed Southland Guineas 

(1600m) winner Weaponry (NZ) 
(Declaration of War) is being set to add 
another Guineas scalp to his record.

The Jamie Richards-trained runner will 
head for a light freshen-up before lining up 
in the Gr.2 Wellington Guineas (1400m) at 

Trentham next month.
“He might have a little freshen-up now 

and if we are pleased with him he could well 
be aimed at the Wellington Guineas on the 
way back to Te Akau,” he said.

Weaponry had a three-start southern 
campaign that included a placing in the 
Listed Gore Guineas (1335m) before running 
fourth in the Listed Dunedin Guineas 
(1500m) before his win in the Southland 
Guineas.

Richards was pleased with the southern 
campaign and said the three-year-old 
gelding has thrived with the trip south.

“He is an improving horse and I think the 
trip has really brought him on,” Richards 
said.

“I think the travel has helped the horse 
and he has really grown up and improved.”

Parkes booked for key Cup ride
Johnathan Parkes will be reunited with 

Five To Midnight (NZ) (Domesday) for next 
month’s Gr.1 Barfoot & Thompson Auckland 
Cup (3200m) at Ellerslie.

Parkes was at a wedding last weekend 
when Jonathan Riddell guided the Lisa 
Latta-trained Domesday six-year-old to third 
placing in the Gr.2 Avondale Cup (2400m) at 
Ellerslie but had been the regular rider this 
season of last year’s Auckland Cup runner-
up.

Latta was thrilled with Five To Midnight’s 
Avondale Cup run and was looking forward 
to the Auckland Cup in which he meets 
last Saturday’s winner Glory Days (NZ) (Red 
Giant) 4 kilograms better.

“He’s come through the run well. He went 
to the paddock for a couple of days and he’s 
good. He’s on track for the Auckland Cup,” 
Latta said.

Wondering retired
Triple Group One winning sprinter Start 

Wondering (NZ) (Eighth Wonder) has been 
retired after suffering a minor tendon strain. 

Prepared in Wanganui by Evan and JJ 
Rayner, the eight-year-old won 11 of 29 
starts, including back to back editions of the 
Gr.1 Waikato Sprint (1400m) and the 2017 
Gr.1 Railway (1200m).

Initially prepared by Paul Belsham, Start 
Wondering enjoyed a stint across the 
Tasman with Chris Waller, where he won 

continued on page 12

Miss Federer ruled out of Breeders’
Andrew Carston’s prospects of winning 

the Gr.2 J. Swap Contractors Matamata 
Breeders’ Stakes (1200m) were dashed late 
last week.

The Riccarton trainer had set Miss Federer 
(NZ) (Swiss Ace) for the Matamata feature 
after her courageous last-start win in the 
Gr.3 Woburn Farm 2YO Classic (1200m) at 
New Plymouth, but instead of competing on 

Five To  Midnight (NZ) (Domesday)

https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/37382/Miss-Federer-ruled-out-of-Breeders/


http://nrm.co.nz/stud-groom-of-the-year/


Friday 22 February 2019

12

NEWS IN BRIEF
The retirement of the star sprinter has also 

proved the impetus for trainer Evan Rayner 
to hang up his stopwatch, with daughter JJ 
to take sole charge of the stable. 

“At the end of March, the end of the 
financial year, I will hand it over to JJ, but 
I will still be around. But I won’t renew my 
licence,” said Rayner, who has been training 
since 1969. 

(Bullbars) when he contests the Gr.1 Barfoot 
& Thompson Auckland Cup (3200m) on 
March 9.

The Allan Morley-trained five-year-old was 
sent out a $57-chance but was beaten just a 
half-head by high-class staying mare Glory 
Days (NZ) (Red Giant) last Saturday. 

“He had a stout finish on Saturday and 
stepping up to the 3200m, he will just keep 
going and going and going,” Dell said. 

“He does appreciate a little bit of cut in the 
track, but he has performed well on all track 
surfaces.”

Under the set weight and penalties 
conditions of the Auckland Cup, Blue Breeze 
will carry 55kgs, a 3kg rise from the 52kgs he 
carried under handicap conditions last week. 

“The owners said to me ‘You won’t have 
to waste as hard to ride him in the Auckland 
Cup’,” Dell said. 

“Glory Days is obviously coming in better 
off at the weights, but anything can happen 
over 3200m.”

Dell and Byerley Park trainer Morley have 
had a long association which started in 
another equine discipline. 

“He used to judge me in the show ring,” 
Dell said. We have known each other for 
years.” 

Start Wondering (NZ) (Eighth Wonder)

Blue Breeze (NZ) (Bullbars)

three races in Sydney before joining the 
Rayners after a bleed. 

Under the Rayners guidance, Start 
Wondering was voted New Zealand’s 
Champion Sprinter for season 2016/17.

“He’s still at our place but he is out in the 
back paddock and we are really trying to 
find a good home for him,” Evan Rayner said. 

“He had a little bit of filling in a tendon 
and we scanned him and he had a black 
spot on the tendon and straight away we 
knew he had a bit of a strain there and we 
decided to retire him. 

“He had a hell of a lot of ability and once 
he settled, he ran the races out pretty well.”

Dell and Morley to combine in Auckland 
Cup

Jockey Christopher Dell has been 
confirmed as the rider of Gr.2 Avondale 
Cup (2400m) runner-up Blue Breeze (NZ) 
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Global NZ Bred Winners
14/02/2019 - 20/02/2019

Alamosa : Hunamosa (NZ) (Golden Honey by Promontory Gold)  2012;
15/02/2019, 1st MVRC Dominant Laundry Systems H. 1600m

Elusive City : Canid (NZ) (Fly to Me by Danzig Connection)  2010;
16/02/2019, 1st Nanango RC Evolution Hair Studios Open H. 1000m

Jimmy Choux : It’s Choux Time (NZ) (Downloaded by Catcher in the Rye)  2013;
16/02/2019, 1st Balranald RC Westway Baling& Belectric H. 1750m

Man of Power : Ohm’s Law (NZ) (Dansingonwaves by Danasinga)  2015;
16/02/2019, 1st Bendigo JC Rising Sun Hotel Maiden P. 2200m

Mastercraftsman : Eugene’s Pick (NZ) (In Essence by Fusaichi Pegasus)  2014;
20/02/2019, 1st ATC Bowermans Furniture H. 1400m

Nadeem : (Kim’s) Tarzan (NZ) (Grable by Pins)  2014;
16/02/2019, 1st Emerald JC Cliff Tucker Plumbing H. 1000m
Sold by Little Avondale Stud at National Yearling Sale for $55000

O’Reilly : Irish Butterfly (NZ) (Papilio by Redoute’s Choice)  2015;
14/02/2019, 1st Pakenham RC Red Gem Growers & Packers H. 1400m
Sold by Pencarrow Stud at National Yearling Sale for $220000

Pierro : Miss Fialka (NZ) (Purple Muse by Redoute’s Choice)  2015;
20/02/2019, 1st GCTC Girls on Tour Maiden P. 2200m
Sold by Haunui Farm at National Yearling Sale for $55000

Rios : Cannot be Serios (NZ) (Cruella de Vil by Captain Rio)  2013;
16/02/2019, 1st SAJC Shane Miller’s 60th Birthday H. 1600m

Rip Van Winkle : Missed the Alarm (NZ) (Karmann Ghia by Volksraad)  2015;
15/02/2019, 1st Clarence River JC Book a Championship Day Marquee Maiden P. 
1710m
Sold by Windsor Park Stud at National Yearling Sale for $60000

Australia
Savabeel : Tower Road (NZ) (Thy by O’Reilly)  2015;
19/02/2019, 1st Seymour RC Goul. Murray Credit Union Maiden P. 1600m
Sold by Waikato Stud Ltd at National Yearling Sale for $150000

Shocking : Shockfactor (NZ) (Lonhrielle by Lonhro)  2013;
17/02/2019, 1st SCTC Staynoosa.com Ratings H. 1300m
Sold by Rich Hill Stud at National Weanling, Broodmare & Mixed Sale for $17000

Shocking : Baanone (NZ) (Baas by Anabaa)  2014;
17/02/2019, 1st Shoalhaven City TC Bradley Photographers P. 1600m

Show a Heart : Follow Suit (NZ) (Royal Green by Bachelor Duke)  2013;
16/02/2019, 1st BRC Tropical Fresh H. 2200m
Sold by The Oaks Stud at National Yearling Sale for $28000

Showcasing : Ivy’s Dream (NZ) (Ivy Hall by Towkay)  2014;
16/02/2019, 1st GCTC $500k TAB AD Hollindale H. 1400m
Sold by Little Avondale Stud at National Weanling, Broodmare & Mixed Sale for 
$7000
Sold by Kilgravin Lodge at Ready to Run Sale for $27500

Stravinsky : La Firebird (NZ) (Shall We Dance by Dance Floor)  2012;
18/02/2019, 1st Ballina JC Tab.com.au H. 1905m

Tavistock : Yulong Tavion (NZ) (On Arrival by Zabeel)  2015;
17/02/2019, 1st Moe RC John Kerr Real Estate Maiden P. 1600m
Sold by Cambridge Stud at National Yearling Sale for $425000

Tobique : Maliseet (NZ) (Angel’s Bar by Al Akbar)  2015;
16/02/2019, 1st Bendigo JC Bishop Joe Grech Memorial Maiden P. 1300m
Sold by Regal Farm at Ready to Run Sale for $40000
Sold by Grangewilliam Stud at National Yearling Sale for $14000

Castledale : Merrygowin (NZ) (Sweet Fascination by Irgun)  2012;
20/02/2019, 1st HKJC Rotary Centenary Challenge H. 1650m

Road to Rock : Montaigne - Beauty Generation (H.K.) (NZ) (Stylish Bel by Bel 
Esprit)  2012;
17/02/2019, 1st HKJC Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup Gr.1 1400m
Sold by Highden Park at National Yearling Sale for $60000

Sandtrap : Trendiful (NZ) (Allaboutme by Al Akbar)  2010;
20/02/2019, 1st HKJC Fanling H. 1200m
Sold by Grangewilliam Stud at National Yearling Sale for $16000

Savabeel : Garlic Yeah (NZ) (Eden by Zeditave)  2012;
17/02/2019, 1st HKJC Citi Priority H. 2000m
Sold by Fairdale Stud at National Yearling Sale for $35000

hong kong
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Super Easy : Georgian Ease (NZ) (Teasing Georgia by Peintre Celebre)  2014;
16/02/2019, 1st Macau Macau Golden Group Fat Choy P. 1500m

Thewayyouare : Still So Cute (NZ) (Invermoray by Volksraad)  2015;
16/02/2019, 1st Macau Good Year H. 1050m
Sold by Regal Farm at Ready to Run Sale for $85000
Sold by Curraghmore at National Yearling Sale for $52500

macau

Remind : Premium Rush (NZ) (Apparition by Spectacularphantom)  2014;
16/02/2019, 1st Selangor TC Maiden S. 1600m
Sold by Long Acres Stud at National Yearling Sale for $7000

Sakhee’s Secret : Secret Spice (NZ) (Caparison by Cape Cross)  2011;
16/02/2019, 1st Selangor TC Class 5 H. 1200m
Sold by The Oaks Stud at National Yearling Sale for $47500

Showcasing : Forsa Eclipse (NZ) (Miraflores by Johar)  2015;
17/02/2019, 1st Selangor TC Restricted Maiden S. 1200m
Sold by Te Runga Stud Ltd at Ready to Run Sale for $110000

Alamosa : Destroyer Eclipse (NZ) (Shezabeel by Zabeel)  2014;
15/02/2019, 1st Singapore TC Kranji S. 1400m
Sold by Riverrock Farm at Ready to Run Sale for $40000
Sold by Wellfield Lodge at National Yearling Sale for $22500

Darci Brahma : Wonderful Paint (NZ) (The Grey Storm by Red Ransom)  2014;
15/02/2019, 1st Singapore TC Kranji S. 2000m
Sold by Sanderston Park at National Yearling Sale for $20000

Darci Brahma : Kubera’s Chief (NZ) (Christmas Eve by More Than Ready)  2013;
17/02/2019, 1st Singapore TC Class 5 H. 1200m
Sold by Wentwood Grange at National Yearling Sale for $40000

O’Reilly : Tax Free (NZ) (Miss Purrfection by One Cool Cat)  2015;
15/02/2019, 1st Singapore TC Restricted Maiden S. 1100m
Sold by Waikato Stud Ltd at National Yearling Sale for $15000

Savabeel : Sacred Croix (NZ) (Croix du Sud by Howbaddouwantit)  2014;
15/02/2019, 1st Singapore TC Kranji S. 1200m
Sold by Fairdale Stud at National Yearling Sale for $260000

MALAYSIA

singapore

https://www.arion.co.nz/Home.aspx

