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Bergerson happy with 
stable star after Foxton trial

“She has been back in work awhile after wintering really 
well so it was good chance to lift her fitness up a notch 
without putting any pressure on her.

“She came through the trial well and has tightened up 
nicely so she’s ready to go to the races now.”

Bergerson has the open mile at Hawkes Bay this weekend 
as the race to kick-off her spring campaign which he hopes 
will culminate in Group One glory.

“She had a tough season as a four-year-old where things 
didn’t really go that well for her thanks to some niggling 
issues and a little bad luck,” he said.

Savaria winning the Gr. 1 New Zealand Oaks

Continued on  page  3

A comfortable first-up effort at the Foxton trials last 
week has trainer Roydon Bergerson pleased with the 
progress of class mare Savaria (NZ) (Savabeel) as he 

prepares her for a tilt at the Gr. 1 Livamol Classic in October.
The former New Zealand Oaks winner was having her first 

serious hit-out since finishing third in the Listed Hawkes Bay 
Cup in April and lobbed along towards the rear of the eight 
strong trial field before closing off nicely in the home straight.

“We really just wanted to give her a quiet run around to 
see how she was progressing and she did everything we 
asked,” noted Bergerson.
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Bergerson happy with 
stable star after Foxton trial

“This time in she has really strengthened up and grown 
into herself so I’m hopeful this will be her year. 

“There is a nice race for her this weekend and safely 

through that we will assess where to go with her next but her 
major goal at this stage is the Livamol Classic.”

 – NZ Racing Desk

(Continued from page  1)
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Zanteco jumps 
to another feature win

Richardson keen
for some Riccarton revenge

Zanteco (NZ) (Zabeel) has taken his jumps career to a 
new height with a stylish victory at Ballarat.

The Darren Weir-trained eight-year-old claimed 
a third straight feature jumps victory when he took out 
Sunday’s J J Houlahan Hurdle (3200m).

A debut winner over hurdles in May, Zanteco fell at his 
next start before running second at Hamilton in June.

He followed up with a fifth placing at Warrnambool before 
starting his string of victories in feature races.

Zanteco went to Bendigo to claim the Brendan Drechsler 
Hurdle on June 24 before taking out the Grand National 
Hurdle at Sandown on August 7.

Dropping back 700 metres and rising 6.5kg in weight, 
Zanteco ploughed through the heavy conditions to score by 

Zanteco captured the Grand National Hurdle before his latest triumph

six lengths from the $2.50 favourite Tremec (NZ) (Zabeel) with 
Gold Medals (NZ) (Elvstroem) 3-1/2 lengths away third.

“He’s become a good money earner this horse,” Weir said.
“He’s put together three feature races in a row now so we’ll 

probably give him a break and look to next year.”
Weir said Zanteco would be given a shot early in the 

jumps season at the Galleywood Hurdle at Warrnambool’s 
May carnival, a race the trainer won this year with Gingerboy 
(Elvstroem) who finished at the tail of the field on Sunday.

Brad McLean has been aboard Zanteco for his past two 
victories and said the key to Zanteco was getting him to 
switch off and jumping well.

Zanteco did his part by relaxing at the tail of the field and 
then moving forward before the turn.

McLean was a little worried Zanteco may have got to the 
front too soon but he said he just helped the eight-year-old 
through the ground with his big weight.

“He was brilliant today,” McLean said.
“He galloped through that ground like it was good 

ground.”
AAP TURF

Race Ballarat TC JJ Houlahan Hurdle  3200m.

Winner Zanteco (NZ) 2008

Owners Ms L A Raciti

Trainer Darren Weir (Yangery)

Breeding by Zabeel out of Princess Quillo (AUS) by Zoffany 
(USA)

Breeder J Pilarinos; Waikato; NZ
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Consistent mare
gets her reward at Ellerslie

Persuasive and Secret 
Spirit form the quinella at 
Ellerslie

MUSIC MAGNATE’S FIRST-UP WIN HAS BJORN
AND CONNECTIONS KEEN ON STRADBROKE

victory.
“She is a very genuine mare who tries her heart out,” noted 

co-trainer Lance O’Sullivan.
“She has probably reached her mark so we just have to try 

and place her right. Getting the claim with Sam was the key 
on Saturday as 51kilograms was a luxurious weight to carry 
and made the difference in the end.

“She has a very short sprint and having had a wind 
operation it can make it tough to get the air she needs but 
Sam held her up nicely and she finished off well.”

O’Sullivan was also pleased with the performance of the 
runner-up, Secret Spirit. The multiple stakes winning four-
year-old was having her second start off a six month break 
following an unplaced run in the Gr. 1 One Thousand Guineas 
at Riccarton.

“She had a tough run on a very wet track first up so it was 
nice to see her bounce back like that,” he said.

“She is getting fitter all the time and while the tracks still 
have give in them she will be competitive in the right grade.”

O’Sullivan and training partner Andrew Scott will now 
turn their attention to the first day of the Hawkes Bay spring 
carnival this Saturday where former Hong Kong galloper 

Consistency was rewarded in the last race of the day at 
Ellerslie on Saturday as handy mare Persuasive (NZ) 
(Darci Brahma) finally put another victory on the board 

following a winless drought that stretched nearly two years.
The now six-year-old had looked a galloper of real class 

during the early stages of her career where she tallied three 
wins from her first eight starts. A combination of bad luck 
and a wind operation blunted some of that early promise 
however she had continued to pay her way through a series 
of placed efforts.

Saturday’s rating 85 1200 metre contest looked a prime 
opportunity to right the ship with the mare aided by a 
three kilogram claim from apprentice Sam Weatherley and 
so it proved as she managed to fend off the attentions of 
stablemate Secret Spirit (NZ) (Swiss Ace) to notch a deserved 

Race Pakuranga HC Vet Associates Equine H.  1200m.

Winner Persuasive (NZ) 2010

Owners Sir Peter Vela

Trainer Lance O’Sullivan & Andrew Scott (Matamata)

Breeding by Darci Brahma out of Pertinacious by Montjeu 
(IRE)

Breeder P J & P M Vela Ltd; Waikato; NZ

Willie Cazals (Aussie Rules) will line-up as he prepares to 
tackle the Gr. 1 Livamol Classic later in the carnival.

“We were delighted with his first-up run at Te Rapa so 
it’s really a matter now of getting as many races into him 
as we can before the last day at Hawkes Bay,” he outlined.

“He will go to Hawkes Bay this Saturday and then 
possibly to Awapuni a fortnight later but that will 
depend on the track being drier than it is at present. We 
are also considering the Counties meeting on the 18th of 
September as an option if Awapuni doesn’t suit.

“Being a nine-year-old we just need to get him racing 
to get his fitness levels to peak before we tackle the 
Livamol Classic.” 

– NZ Racing Desk
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Hawtin on the board from new base

Trainer Brendon Hawtin was quick 
to admit he was feeling the 
pressure before racing kicked off 

at New Plymouth on the weekend.
Hawtin recently moved into 

the Cambridge property formerly 
occupied by successful couple Trent 
Busuttin and Natalie Young but had 
yet to post a winner from his new base. 
Keen to make his mark from the new 
surroundings Hawtin was hopeful his 
progressive galloper Dynamo (NZ) 
(Fully Fledged) could break through 
for him and he got what he wished 
for, courtesy of some magic from rider 
Hayden Tinsley.

Despite being a touch slow from 
the gates Tinsley soon had the rugged 
five-year-old settled nicely on the 
fence behind the early speed set by 
race favorite New York Minute (NZ) 
(Iffraaj). Things started to look a little 
tight for the combination as they 
approached the home turn behind a 
wall of horses, however Tinsley didn’t 
panic as he eased his mount through 
a gap one off the fence and forged to 
the front.

Under a hands and heels ride 
over the last 100 metres Dynamo 
repelled a strong challenge 
from fellow Cambridge galloper 
Girlsarebackintown (NZ) (Murtajill) to 
score comfortably by a long neck at 
the line.

“That was a big relief to say the 
least,” remarked Hawtin after the race.

“I had put plenty of pressure on 
myself to get things up and running 
as quickly as possible from the new 
stable so that win is very welcome.”

Hawtin had been confident he had 
his charge in the right condition to 
challenge for the victory, his third from 

Dynamo and Hayden Tinsley in charge at New Plymouth

his last six starts.
“He has really strengthened up 

for this campaign and has been very 
consistent for the most part all the way 
through,” he said.

“We did some tinkering with 
his gear including putting the visor 
blinkers on him which seems to have 
worked the oracle. When he got 
beaten at Ruakaka back in June he 
didn’t get going until they had gone 
past him so we changed things up and 
since then he has won twice.

“It was also a beautiful ride from 
Hayden as he got him a great position 
during the run and then didn’t panic 
when it got a little tight in the home 
straight.”

Hawtin was also quick to pay 
tribute to Busuttin who phoned him 
directly after the race.

“Trent was on the phone straight 
after the race to congratulate me 
which was a really special gesture,” he 
said.

“I think he was just as keen to see 
me get that first win as I was.”

Hawtin is of the belief that Dynamo 
is still to reach his ultimate potential 
and will concentrate on placing him 
through the grades before tackling 
some of the feature winter events next 
season. – NZ Racing

Race Taranaki RC ITM 
Winstones Wallboards H.  
1400m.

Winner Dynamo (NZ) 2011 

Owners R & CM Hassall Family 
Trust, G J Harvey, B J & 
Mrs R J Honeyfield, P A 
Makuch, Miss M Norman, 
P A Pertab

Trainer Brendon Hawtin 
(Cambridge)

Breeding by Fully Fledged out of 
Amy Cee by Yamanin 
Vital

Breeder E J & Mrs M Strauss; 
South; NZ

Sales 2013 National Yearling 
Sale - Festival Sale V: 
Bradbury Park  $15000 P: 
GJ Harvey
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McCullum makes it
two from two at New Plymouth

Somervell enjoys
a winning weekend

McCullum is all determination as he heads to the wining post

race but then went amiss and didn’t really kick on after that,” 
she noted.

“He seems to have inherited her ability which is very 
exciting as we did think she could have gone on to better 
things. 

“We are not in any rush with him and I’m not really sure 
where Ralph (Manning) wants to go with him so we are just 
going to enjoy it as it comes.” 

– NZ Racing Desk

Co-owner and breeder Emma McKeon 
is hopeful that exciting galloper 
McCullum (NZ) (Shinko King) will grow 

out of his penchant for finding trouble on and 
off the track as soon as possible.

The dashing Shinko King gelding remained 
unbeaten after producing a convincing display 
over 1200 metres in rating 65 company at New 
Plymouth on Saturday and then immediately 
threw a scare into his camp by jumping 
through the front of the winners tie-up stall 
when being unsaddled.

Other than ruffling the feathers of his 
jockey, strapper and the nearby television crew 
the gelding was thankfully unscathed as he 
looks to further his burgeoning record in the 
near future.

“I’m glad I didn’t see what happened after 
the race as he just seems to be able to find a 

Race Taranaki RC ITM MSL Fortress H.  1200m.

Winner McCullum (NZ) 2011

Owners Emma & Gavin McKeon, Steve Cross & David 
Read

Trainer Ralph Manning (Cambridge)

Breeding by Shinko King (IRE) out of Emma’s Dilemma by 
Danroad (AUS)

Breeder S B Cross; Mrs E L & G A McKeon & D J Read; 
Waikato; NZ

way to get himself in trouble,” joked a relieved McKeon.
“He has had a number of problems right from day one, 

most of which he has caused himself. 
“We thought we might sell him after he won his first trial 

but he hurt himself so had to take time off. He then won 
another trial and we went to take him to the races but he was 
sore walking on the truck and we found he had a shoulder 
fracture so we had to tip him out again.

“I remember at one stage he had about three months in 
his box and as soon as we put him in his paddock he popped 
himself over the fence tape like a showjumper which is not 
really the type of thing you want to see after an injury like he 
had.”

McKeon races the gelding with her husband Gavin, father 
David Read and family friend Steve Cross, the quartet having 
bred him from Danroad mare Emma’s Dilemma (NZ) who they 
also owned and raced.

“His mother was a very promising type who won her first 
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Walker’s newcomer shows true grit

Dream Come True and 
Manoel Nunes score 

handsomely at Kranji

caught three wide,” said the Brazilian 
jockey.

“I didn’t want him to go and stop as 
well, so I told Mark I would see how he 
jumps, but I preferred to ride him quiet 
from the back.

 “He was in a good spot at the back 
and once he came out, he showed a 
very nice turn of foot. He’s still learning 
what racing is all about and can only 
get better with more practice.”

Dream Comes True (NZ) 
(Alamosa) bounced back from 
a quiet debut to get right on 

the money at his next start on Sunday.
A barrier trial winner in New 

Zealand, the Alamosa three-year-old 
went on to win two more at Kranji, 
auguring well for a good career start. 
He may not have scored when backed 
off the map to start as the even-money 
favourite in a Restricted Maiden race 
over 1100m on July 29, but was far 
from disgraced when finishing fourth.

With all the attention cast on 
Daniel Meagher’s “namesake” debutant 
Super Dan (NZ) (Darci Brahma) and 
promising colt Sir Isaac (Dream Ahead) 
at his next run in Sunday’s $75,000 
Esplanade Park Stakes (1200m), Dream 
Comes True had slipped a little under 
the radar this time.

Even during the race, Dream Comes 
True was hardly noticed from the get-
go. Upon jumping from his wide gate, 
he was dropped back to the rear by 
jockey Manoel Nunes and just ambled 
along with the early leaders not too far 
out of reach.

In the home straight, Sir Isaac 
was being hailed the winner when 
he swept past race-leader Super Dan 
to hit the front with a spirited burst. 
He had, however, not reckoned with 
Dream Comes True’s brilliant turn of 
foot inside the last furlong, coupled 
with Nunes’ perseverance.

The Mark Walker-trained gelding 
looked like he was left with too much 
to do at the 300m, but switching 
across heels from the inside rails, he 
started to gather steam as he worked 
his way towards daylight, and all of 
a sudden, he had a clear shot at Sir 
Isaac, who was starting to get the 
staggers upfront. The winning post 
was looming fast, but Dream Comes 
True finished faster to nab Sir Isaac by 
a head on the line.

Super Dan led but weakened late to 
finish third another 1 ½ lengths away 
and will surely benefit from that first 
hit-out. The winning time was 1min 
10.72secs for the 1200m on the Short 
Course.

Nunes said in his pre-race strategy 
discussions with Walker, he was not 
keen to go forward from his wide alley.

“It was a small field. I discussed 
with Mark, and told him I didn’t want 
to go forward, otherwise I may get 

Race Singapore TC Esplanade 
Park S.  1200m.

Winner Dream Comes True (NZ) 
2013

Owners Remarkable Number 2 
Stable

Trainer Mark Walker (Kranji)

Breeding by Alamosa out of Paint 
Me a Dream (USA) by 
Deputy Minister (CAN)

Breeder Mrs J M & T M 
Henderson; Waikato; NZ

Sales 2015 National Yearling 
Sale - Select Sale V: 
Bluegables Farm  $5000 
P: NZB as agent
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Dragon shows his Muscle on turf

Muscular Dragon 
breaks through at 
Kranji

A switch to turf proved to be a 
winning move for Iffraaj four-
year-old Muscular Dragon 

(NZ) on Sunday.
After two creditable runs on 

Polytrack, Muscular Dragon passed his 
first test over turf with flying colours in 
the $65,000 Singapore Botanic Garden 
Stakes, an Initiation race over 1400m, 
on Sunday .

The Iffraaj four-year-old ran a fast-
finishing second on debut, followed 
by an eighth to smart two-year-old 
Skywalk (NZ) (Battle Paint), but 
the switch to turf saw him quicken 
away with a much more devastating 
acceleration, albeit he was still very 
wayward in the home straight. 

After travelling worse than midfield 
for regular partner Danny Beasley, 
Muscular Dragon coursed out four 

wide to improve his position and be 
within striking distance by the home 
turn.

As he flattened to the line, he 
looked like he would career away to 
an easy win but the greenness in him 
acted up as he laid in and lost his 
concentration at the 200m.

But the experienced Beasley got 
him to put his head down to the job, 
and he certainly did not shirk it in spite 
of his obvious rawness, in the end 
scoring comfortably with two lengths 
to spare from a vastly-improved 
Johnny Kongos (Orpen).

A relieved-looking Alwin Tan said 
Muscular Dragon brought an end to a 
recent run of bad luck.

“It’s good for the owner (Muscular 
Stable) who is a newcomer. It’s also a 
boost for me,” said the current leading 

trainer.
“We had no winner on Friday and 

Black Magic bled. This winner has 
come at the right time.

“He ran twice on Polytrack, but he 
looks like he runs on better when he is 
on turf.”

Beasley, who was riding back-to-
back wins after he saluted aboard $15 
favourite Lim’s Casino (Casino Prince) 
in the previous race, said Muscular 
Dragon was still a big baby, but 
blessed with a lot of potential.

“I watched his trials in New 
Zealand and he was brilliant,” said the 
Australian jockey.

“I think taking off the blinkers 
was also a good move. He is still not 
mature and not ready

“He was still very green today, 
especially at the home turn and in the 
straight, but he sure has ability. He still 
has a lot to learn.”

Race Singapore TC Botanic 
Gardens S.  1400m.

Winner Muscular Dragon (NZ) 
2012

Owners Muscular Stable

Trainer Alwin Tan (Kranji)

Breeding by Iffraaj (GB) out of 
Sunbrease by Towkay 
(AUS)

Breeder B J D Hutchinson & Little 
Avondale Trust; Central; 
NZ

Sales 2014 National Yearling 
Sale - Festival Sale V: 
Little Avondale Stud  
$15000 P: RA James
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Reliable stalwart just knows
his way home

NO WASTING TIME FOR PIN YOUR HOPES
– CAULFIELD WIN THIRD FROM LAST FOUR

Michael Rodd labelled Bring Money 
Home’s (NZ) (Mr Nancho) winning 
effort as “remarkable” after he 

steered him to another one of his tradesman 
wins on Sunday.

The race looked lost when the Australian 
jockey was seen giving the noted one-batter 
a few smacks from the 800m as they started 
to drop back while the rest were moving the 
opposite way in the $80,000 Hortpark Stakes, 
a Class 3 race over 1600m.

But the Mr Nancho five-year-old just has 
this amazing knack of finding another gear 
when he is on the ropes.  

After pinching the lead from Gold 
Peregrine (Intikhab) midrace, Brilliant Deal 
(Silent Deal) could not go on with the job 
upon straightening, but Chase (Nicconi) The ever reliable Bring Money Home scores at Kranji

Race Singapore TC Hortpark S.  1600m.

Winner Bring Money Home (NZ) 2011

Owners Happy Life Stable

Trainer HK Tan (Kranji)

Breeding by Mr. Nancho (ARG) out of Hot Like Me (AUS) by 
Royal Academy (USA)

Breeder R R Philp; Central; NZ 

Sales 2013 Ready to Run Sale V: Esker Lodge  $40000 
P: Stanna B/stock

won the race – Rodd.
“Michael is strong with the left hand and that’s why we 

picked him for this horse,” said Tan.
“He lays in all the time, and only a strong rider like Michael 

can get him to stay straight. I thought he was gone at the 
700m, but when he started to warm up again, I knew he 
would be right there.”

Bring Money Home has now returned in excess of 
$270,000 in stakes to his owners, the Happy Life Stable.

looked to have the race at his mercy when he took over at the 
top of the straight.

But Chase also started to shorten up at the 250m. Terms 
Of Reference (NZ) (Per Incanto) was at that point looking the 
sharpest, but Bring Money Home, that same horse who was 
back-pedalling had suddenly come back in full contention.

Raising another gear or two, he stuck his neck in front 
at the 200m, and under Rodd’s strong handling, held off all 
comers to seal a half-length win from Terms Of Reference.  

“It was a remarkable run! You just don’t see that 
happening, especially for a horse going back at the 1600m,” 
said Rodd, full of admiration of the gutsy win.

“I’ve ridden him before and he’s got such a big heart. He 
was going nowhere at the 800m but once I started to get 
stuck into him, he got on the bit again.

“He was laying in but he really stuck it out. What a brave 
win!”

To winning trainer Tan Hor Khoon, he had no doubt who 
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NZ STALLION AWARDS
The Centaine Award

The Grosvenor Award

The Dewar Stallion Trophy
STALLIONS EARNINGS

Zabeel $378,428

Darci Brahma $310,252

Lucky Unicorn $203,673

Pins $203,022

Savabeel $187,901

Per Incanto $132,694

O’Reilly $129,985

Elusive City $129,489

Pentire $125,653

Tavistock $125,172

STALLIONS EARNINGS

Zabeel  $357,915

Pins $168,190

Lucky Unicorn $166,940

Savabeel $145,185

Darci Brahma $120,125

O’Reilly $118,395

Tavistock $104,895

Roc de Cambes $104,275

Per Incanto $97,375

Shinko King $96,420

Criteria: Sire whose NZ-conceived progeny have accumulated the 
highest stakes earnings worldwide

Criteria: Sire whose progeny have accumulated the highest 
combined stakes earnings in Australia & New Zealand

STALLIONS EARNINGS

Perfectly Ready $84,925

Yamanin Vital $82,875

Per Incanto $80,275

Tavistock $80,245

Captain Rio $77,200

Towkay $70,325

Shinko King $66,510

Keeper $59,085

Darci Brahma $58,400

St Reims $48,965

BEST PERFORMERS EARNINGS

Miss Three Stars $66,775

Upper Cut $49,350

Saracino $62,500

Pacorus $26,400

Ngario $61,250

Heni $38,750

Megablast $28,625

Eddie Gilbert $18,435

No More Tears $20,000

Stokers Rock $31,250

Criteria: Leading Sires by Earnings in New Zealand
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Horse & Breeding BREEDER RACE Sales Details

DREAM COMES TRUE (NZ) 2013 by Alamosa 
out of Paint Me a Dream (USA) by Deputy 
Minister (CAN)

Mrs J M & T M 
Henderson; 
Waikato; NZ

Singapore TC 
Esplanade Park S.  
1200m.

2015 National Yearling Sale - Select Sale; V: 
Bluegables Farm, P: NZB as agent; $5,000

MUSCULAR DRAGON (NZ) 2012 by Iffraaj (GB) 
out of Sunbrease by Towkay (AUS)

B J D Hutchinson 
& Little Avondale 
Trust; Central; NZ

Singapore TC 
Botanic Gardens 
S.  1400m.

2014 National Yearling Sale - Festival Sale; V: 
Little Avondale Stud, P: RA James; $15,000

BRING MONEY HOME (NZ) 2011 by Mr. 
Nancho (ARG) out of Hot Like Me (AUS) by 
Royal Academy (USA)

R R Philp; Central; 
NZ

Singapore TC 
Hortpark S.  
1600m.

2013 Ready to Run Sale; V: Esker Lodge, P: 
Stanna B/stock; $40,000

CHEETAH KING (NZ) 2010 by Towkay (AUS) 
out of Jabeske by Prized (USA)

Mrs A J; J T E; M J 
& Mrs T H Gilbert; 
Central; NZ

Singapore TC 
Gardens by the 
Bay S.  1600m.

2012 National Yearling Sale - Select Session; 
V: Little Avondale Stud, P: Prima Park BStk; 
$47,500
2012 Ready to Run Sale; V: Diamond Lodge, 
P: Mr Dean Wiles; $50,000

THE WIND (NZ) 2012 by Gorky Park out of 
Centaureilly by O’Reilly

H Smit; Waikato; 
NZ

Singapore TC Fort 
Canning Park S.  
1400m.

2014 National Yearling Sale - Festival Sale; V: 
Paxton Park, P: NZB as agent; $5,000

Horse & Breeding BREEDER RACE Sales Details

MISS BLANCHETT (NZ) 2012 by Battle Paint 
(USA) out of Show Royal by Traditionally 
(USA)

Chequers N.Z. Ltd; 
Waikato; NZ

Singapore TC 
Class 5 H.  1200m.

2013 National Weanling; Broodmare & 
Mixed Sale; V: Chequers Stud, P: TA Keegan; 
$1600

FITZROY (NZ) 2012 by Swiss Ace (AUS) out of 
Avec Joie (AUS) by General Nediym (AUS)

G Harvey; Waikato; 
NZ

Singapore TC 
Class 4 H.  1200m.

2014 National Yearling Sale - Premier Sale; 
V: Westbury Stud, P: Cliff Brown Racing; 
$130,000

WAIPAKIHI (NZ) 2012 by Pins (AUS) out of 
Regal Ash (GB) by Green Desert (USA)

Fairdale Stud 
(2007) Ltd; Central; 
NZ

Singapore TC 
Class 4 H.  1200m.

2014 Ready to Run Sale; V: Venture 
Thoroughbreds Ltd, P: LK Laxon; $35,000

NZ Bred Winners IN SINGAPORE
AUGUST 19

NZ Bred Winners IN SINGAPORE
AUGUST 21


