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Blake Shinn only needs to look at the last time Tavago 
(NZ) (Tavistock) raced over 2400 metres to know he is 
on the horse to beat in tomorrow’s Gr.1 BMW Stakes 

(2400m) at Rosehill.
It was at Randwick last April when Tavago annihilated his 

opposition in the Gr.1 Australian Derby (2400m), defeating 
Saturday’s combatant Jameka (Myboycharlie) by 3-1/4 
lengths.

The Trent Busuttin and Natalie Young-trained four-year-old 

was similarly dominant in the Gr.3 Sky High Stakes (2000m) at 
Rosehill last start and is ready to produce a peak performance 
on Saturday, according to Shinn. 

“Third-up he’s right at this top now and I expect him to be 
very hard to beat on Saturday,” Shinn said.

“I galloped him on Tuesday and I think he’s certainly made 
good improvement from his last run.

“Since coming to Sydney he’s been thriving and his work 

Tavago looks to be peaking nicely as he prepares to tackle the Gr. 1 BMW at Rosehill tomorrow

Tavago ready to peak in BMW

PREFERMENT LEADS HOME WALLER
TRIFECTA IN DASHING BMW TRIUMPH
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BEN’S DAY BRIGHTENED BY DESERVED
ROTORUA STAKES WIN FOR ILLUMINATI

Tavago ready to peak in BMW
(Continued from page  1)

has been first class. He’s a bit more switched on now as well 
and ready to run the best race of his preparation on Saturday.”

As well as Jameka, Tavago is set to clash with last start Gr.1 
winners Our Ivanhowe (Soldier Hollow) and Humidor (NZ) 
(Teofilo) but Busuttin believes his gelding is “in career best 
form” and will rise to the challenge.

Shinn is afforded options from barrier four and holds no 
concerns about the genuinely heavy Rosehill surface.

“I think the wetter the track, the better it’s going to be for 
him,” Shinn said. 

-racenet.com.au

https://www.facebook.com/NZRacingNews00/
https://twitter.com/nzracingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTWIPy8JN38JDw3HIBXscPA
http://cambridgestud.co.nz/
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NO WASTING TIME FOR PIN YOUR HOPES
– CAULFIELD WIN THIRD FROM LAST FOUR

Last year’s New Zealand 
Derby winner Rangipo will 
look to return to his best at 
Tauranga on Saturday

Late Tauranga entry 
does Rangipo a major favour

Tony Pike might owe a rival trainer a round or two if 
Rangipo (Stryker) lands the feature event at Tauranga 
this weekend.

His representative in the Gr.2 Windsor Park Stud Japan-
New Zealand International Trophy found his task a whole lot 
easier when Kevin Myers made a late entry on Wednesday for 
Scapolo (NZ) (Bachelor Duke).

“He was going to have to carry 58.5kg and now Scapolo is 
in he’s only going to carry 52.5kg,” Pike said.

“That will make it a lot easier and as the class horse in the 
field I would expect Rangipo to race accordingly.”

Pike enjoyed an outstanding three-year-old campaign 
with Rangipo, who won the Gr.2 Great Northern Guineas, the 
Gr.2 Waikato Guineas and the Gr.2 Avondale Guineas before 
victory in the Gr.1 New Zealand Derby.

The gelding was out of the money in one subsequent 
Queensland appearance and two Melbourne starts in the 
spring, but he has returned in good order from a break.

Rangipo resumed his domestic career in the Gr.3 Darley 
Plate where he finished strongly for third behind the race 
fit pair of Splurge (NZ) (Savabeel) and Volks Lightning (NZ) 
(Volksraad).

“His run at Ellerslie was super and I 
would have preferred a 1400 metre race 
before stepping straight up to a mile, but 
he’s been working well and he’s up to it,” 
Pike said.

Safely through Tauranga, Rangipo will 
target the Gr.2 Manco Easter Stakes on 
April 22, after which he will be sent for 
a spell ahead of the Hawke’s Bay spring 
carnival. 

– NZ Racing Desk.

https://www.facebook.com/NZRacingNews00/
https://twitter.com/nzracingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTWIPy8JN38JDw3HIBXscPA
https://www.mapperleystud.co.nz/he-s-remarkable-1
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Amazing Kids looks in good fettle as he prepares for his Group One challenge in Dubai this weekend

Amazing Kids targets Dubai feature

MUSIC MAGNATE’S FIRST-UP WIN HAS BJORN
AND CONNECTIONS KEEN ON STRADBROKE

Amazing Kids has won a brace of 
Group 3 handicaps down Sha Tin’s 
1000m straight, and, despite four wins 
around the track’s turning 1200m, the 
Falkirk gelding has not been able to 
snare a big race win at that trip and 
track. That despite some smart efforts 
in elite company that ensure he will 
line up at the top of Meydan’s 1200m 
turf straight as the joint second-
highest rated horse in the 12-runner 
field, off a mark of 119.

“I think it’s all about whether he’s 
good at the straight because if he 
can run well in a straight line, maybe 
he can run well that way at two 
distances,” Size continued. “I’m not 
going to find that out in Hong Kong. 
I have to come to Dubai to find out. 

John Size is a remarkable racehorse 
trainer, his achievements attest 
to that. In 2001, the Australian 

arrived in Hong Kong from Sydney 
and shook the tough circuit to its core, 
winning the premiership in his debut 
season – a feat unprecedented in Hong 
Kong’s ultra-competitive modern era.

His patient, no-nonsense approach 
has seen him add seven more titles 
since then while in February, he 
became only the third handler to 
notch 1000 wins in Hong Kong.

But for all of that, Size, 62, has not 
tasted success away from home. In 
fact, his only forays away from Hong 
Kong have been to Tokyo in June for 
the G1 Yasuda Kinen (1600m). Seven 
times Size has made that journey and 
yet the first attempt remains his best, 
Armada’s (NZ) (Towkay) second to the 
champion mare Vodka (Tanino Gimlet) 
in 2008.

Now he is taking aim at a new 
target. On Saturday, the trainer’s 
talented five-year-old Amazing Kids 
(NZ) (Falkirk) will become his first 
starter in Dubai, in the G1 Al Quoz 
Sprint. It is an unusual break from 
normality for Size, who puts a lot of 
store by things being normal. So, why 
this first departure westward: why now 
and why this horse?

“His two runs down the Sha Tin 
straight, he won them both,” Size 
offered. “That’s all I’ve got to cling 
to, really. It’s just his straight track 
form has been really good and he 
struggles to win a Group 1 around a 
bend in Hong Kong. It looks like it’s a 
futile exercise there. This might be his 
chance.”

It’s not complicated, it’s that simple. 
Sadly, we’ve got to take all the risks of 
travelling to find out, but that’s life!”

The New Zealand-bred is 
nonetheless hale and hearty heading 
into his maiden overseas test. During 
trackwork on Thursday morning 
the big bay appeared to be in good 
condition as he jogged around a lap 
of the dirt track at a slow gait under 
regular rider David Mo.

“Generally, the horse is okay,” Size 
said. “Performance on the day is an 
unknown to us at this stage because 
of so many different factors here. The 
horse appears to be good enough 
and his condition appears to be good 
enough – it’s now just about what 
happens on race day.”

https://www.facebook.com/NZRacingNews00/
https://twitter.com/nzracingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTWIPy8JN38JDw3HIBXscPA
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the Sydney then we’ve still got the option to 
go to the Doncaster or the Coolmore Legacy 
Stakes,” Nichols said.

I Am A Star has drawn awkwardly in 
barrier nine, and was most recently seen 
winning the Gr.2 Kewney Stakes (1400m) on 
11 March.

Righteous Mate on Target
Training on his own for less than 12 

months, former jockey and right hand man 
to Gai Waterhouse, Mark Newnham has had 
an immediate impact on the Sydney scene 
and saddles up Gr.2 Tulloch Stakes hopeful 
Righteous Mate (NZ) (Savabeel).

“Righteous Mate is on track for the Derby. 
He has needed the two runs at a mile and 
needs to run on Saturday to get the miles in 
his legs,” Newnham said.

“His work is terrific but I’m not sure about 
him on these heavy tracks. The 2000-metres 
will suit.”

Sakhee to soldier on at Doomben
Group One winner Sakhee’s Soldier (NZ) 

(Sakhee’s Secret) has missed two barrier 
trials but is still expected to perform solidly 
on his return from an injury-enforced break 
at Doomben.

Sakhee’s Soldier runs in Saturday’s Open 
Handicap (1350m), his first start since 
finishing 11th in the Gr.2 Hollindale Stakes 
at the Gold Coast in May last year.

The former Kiwi was trained by Murray 
Baker and Andrew Forsman to win the Gr.1 
New Zealand Stakes at Ellerslie in March 
2015.

He was brought to Australia last year 
for the Brisbane winter carnival but was 
injured in the Hollindale Stakes and Baker 
and Forsman elected to leave him in 
Queensland.

The now six-year-old has been with Gold 
Coast trainer David Kelly for the past two 
months.

Kiwi filly set to bounce back in Vinery 
La Bella Diosa (NZ) (So You Think) will 

be out to resurrect her Sydney campaign 
tomorrow.

Connections of the leading New Zealand 
filly were on a high after her debut 
Australian victory in the Gr.2 Surround 
Stakes at Randwick, but they were brought 
down to earth with a thud by her next 
performance at Rosehill. 

The daughter of So You Think failed to 
beat a runner home in the Gr.1 Coolmore 
Classic, after which a scope revealed a small 
amount of mucus. She was also suffering 
from mild lower airway inflammation.

La Bella Diosa will now look to turn her 
form around in the Gr.1 Vinery Stud Stakes 
at Rosehill.  Full story here.

La Bella Diosa (NZ) (So You Think)

Nurse Kitchen (NZ) (Savabeel)

Jon Snow (NZ) (Iffraaj)

I Am A Star (NZ) (I Am Invincible)

After a pass mark in her return when 
seventh in the Group Three Vanity (1400m) 
at Flemington, Nurse Kitchen beat only one 
runner home in the Group Three Matron 
Stakes (1600m) at the same track on March 
11.

“Her first-up run was good and then her 
second-up run was not much good but she 
did jar up,” Brideoake said.

“Now we’re in pretty good shape I think.”
Blake Shinn will ride Nurse Kitchen in the 

Vinery and Brideoake said the three-year-
old worked well on Tuesday in preparation 
for her trip north.

Nurse Kitchen also holds a nomination 
for the Australian Oaks (2400m), two weeks 
after The Vinery.

Baker chasing further Tulloch spoils
Cambridge three-year-old Jon Snow 

(NZ) (Iffraaj) will make his Australian debut 
in Saturday’s Gr.2 Tulloch Stakes, a Rosehill 
feature that co-trainer Murray Baker has 
fond memories of.

He first won the race 30 years ago with 
Palliser (NZ) (Palatable) and was then 
successful with The Bill (NZ) (Grosvenor) 
(1993) and Harris Tweed (NZ) (Montjeu) 
(2009), while Rios (NZ) (Hussonet) also 
finished runner-up (2008).

Jon Snow booked his trip across the 
Tasman with his last-start third in the Gr.1 
New Zealand Derby behind Gingernuts (NZ) 
(Iffraaj) and Rising Red (NZ) (Redwood). Full 
story here.

Sunline Stakes For I Am A Star 
Shane Nichols has opted against tackling 

the William Reid Stakes with I Am A Star 
(NZ) (I Am Invincible) and will instead run 
the filly in the Gr.2 Sunline Stakes (1600m) at 
the Moonee Valley meeting tonight. 

The trainer feels the A$200,000 race 
for fillies and mares fits into I Am A Star’s 
program better than the 1200 metre feature. 

“If we run in the Sunline and she’s good 
enough to win and the weather clears up in 

Nurse Kitchen heading to Sydney for 
Vinery

The David Brideoake-trained Nurse 
Kitchen (NZ) (Savabeel) will make her 
Group One debut in Saturday’s Vinery Stud 
Stakes (2000m) for fillies at Rosehill.

It will be the Group Two winner’s first time 
over further than 1600m.

Nurse Kitchen was an impressive winner 
of the Group Two Fillies Classic over 1600m 
at Moonee Valley last spring at just her third 
career start.

https://www.facebook.com/NZRacingNews00/
https://twitter.com/nzracingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTWIPy8JN38JDw3HIBXscPA
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/16488/Kiwi-filly-set-to-bounce-back-in-Vinery/
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/16467/Baker-chasing-further-Tulloch-spoils/
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/16467/Baker-chasing-further-Tulloch-spoils/
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Pacorus (NZ) (Tavistock)

Sacred Elixir (NZ) (Pour Moi)

Antonio Giuseppe (NZ) (Shocking)

Let Me Roar (NZ) (Rip Van Winkle)

continued on next page

Gallop to decide Derby fate
Sacred Elixir’s (NZ) (Pour Moi) chances 

of a crack at Saturday week’s $A2 million 
Gr.1 Australian Derby at Randwick will be 
decided this weekend.

“He’s going to have an exhibition gallop 
at Tauranga on Saturday and if I am happy 
with his work then he will fly out to Sydney 
on Monday,” trainer Tony Pike said.

Runner-up in the Gr.1 VRC Derby in the 
spring, Sacred Elixir was a last-start fifth in 
the Gr.1 New Zealand Derby.

“His sectionals were fantastic. I knew he 
wasn’t going as well as he was in Brisbane or 
Melbourne, but in saying that he got back 
further than I had hoped for,” Pike said.

“He had a small bone chip removed from 
a knee. He has had three months on a water 
walker before coming to me and he looks 
well,” Kelly said.

But Sakhee’s Soldier’s preparation for his 
return to racing hasn’t gone completely 
smoothly.

“I wanted to give him a trial,” Kelly said.
“But the wet weather has mucked 

us about. It means he might be a bit 
underdone for Saturday but he has had a 
jump-out. I would expect him to go OK on 
Saturday and he has a bit of class on some 
of these.”

have to overcome a minor set-back in her 
lead-up preparation if she is to successfully 
defend her unbeaten record this weekend.

“She went to the trials at Rotorua, but a 
horse went off in the barrier next to her and 
hit her in the eye,” said Andrew Forsman, 
who prepares the well-related mare with 
Murray Baker.

“Not having a trial after a long break isn’t 
ideal, but we need to get her rolling.”  Full 
story here.

Flamingo an impressive debutante
Pins three-year-old Flamingo (NZ) made 

the perfect start to her career at Waipukurau 
on Thursday with a stylish winning debut.

“We haven’t put a lot of pressure on her 
yet and from her work we were pretty 
confident,” said Emma Haworth, who trains 
the filly with her father David. “It’s really 
pleasing and we’ve always thought a lot of 
her.”

Flamingo settled toward the tail of the 
field and she finished well down the outside 
under a soft ride from Sam Weatherley. 

“She got squeezed up out of the gates, 
but she was always travelling well and she 
had it won a long way out,” he said.

Flamingo is owned by Waikato Stud, who 
also raced her stakes winning dam Bird (NZ) 
(Danasinga).

Racing Act to be amended
Racing Minister Nathan Guy has 

announced plans to amend the Racing 
Act 2003 and enable the introduction of 
charges for offshore betting operators.    

“These changes will help create a more 
level playing field for the TAB in the face 
of offshore competition, and ensure that 
offshore operators pay their fair share back 
to our communities,” he said.

“By law, the New Zealand Racing Board 
(NZRB) is the only New Zealand-based 
provider of racing and sports betting via the 
TAB.

“This system ensures any proceeds from 
gambling go back to the local sporting and 
racing activities that make that gambling 
possible in the first place, and that punters 
operate within a regulatory framework that 
minimises gambling harm.

“However, a growing number of New 
Zealanders are now gambling through 
offshore betting agencies who make no 
contribution back to our communities.

“Having consulted with the public, the 
Government is now preparing a Bill to 
amend the Racing Act 2003 to help keep the 
TAB competitive and retain New Zealand 
customers, and ensure that offshore 
operators pay their fair share back to our 
communities.”   

Drop back in trip for Antonio
The $A3 million Gr.1 Doncaster Handicap 

has become the main autumn aim for 
Antonio Giuseppe (NZ) (Shocking).

Trainer Chris Waller has changed tack 
and prefers Saturday week’s feature to his 
original plan of the $A2 million Gr.1 Sydney 
Cup for the New Zealand-bred son of 
Shocking.

Antonio Giuseppe has finished in the 
money over 2000 metres at his last two 
starts, but Waller said the four-year-old was 
better off over a mile in the short term.

Pacorus out to enhance chances of 
Sydney Cup start

A Sydney Cup berth is starting to look a 
longshot for Cambridge stayer Pacorus (NZ) 
(Tavistock) but his odds of making the trans-
Tasman trip could shorten with an emphatic 
win in Saturday’s Drymix Cement Bay of 
Plenty Cup (2100m) at Tauranga.

Trainer Chris Wood had long believed 
the Tavistock five-year-old was an ideal 
prospect for the Gr.1 Sydney Cup (3200m) at 
Randwick on April 8.

However, the galloper has failed to 
improve his rating in two runs back from a 
summer break, leaving him in equal 28th 
on the order of entry for the $A2 million 
feature.  Full story here.

Time forces hand with quality mare
Let Me Roar (NZ) (Rip Van Winkle) will 

https://www.facebook.com/NZRacingNews00/
https://twitter.com/nzracingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTWIPy8JN38JDw3HIBXscPA
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/16487/Time-forces-hand-with-quality-mare/
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/16487/Time-forces-hand-with-quality-mare/
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/16513/Pacorus-out-to-enhance-chances-of-Sydney-Cup-start/
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Long spell for gun filly
Star three-year-old filly Volpe Veloce 

(Foxwedge) won’t be seen out again this 
season, trainer Graham Richardson has 
confirmed.

A winner of seven of her eight starts, 
Volpe Veloce won the Gr.3 Eulogy Stakes 
(1600m) at Awapuni, the Gr.2 Eight Carat 
Classic (1600m) and Listed Karaka 3YO Mile 
(1600m), both at Ellerslie, before tasting 
her first defeat when a gallant fourth in 
last month’s Gr.2 Sir Tristram Fillies Classic 
(2000m) at Te Rapa.

“I am leaving her out until the spring,” 
Richardson said.

“She’ll probably come back and trial at 
Te Teko in early August and then we’ll start 
making spring plans for her.”

Start Wondering (NZ) (Eighth Wonder)

Volpe Veloce (Foxwedge)

Pentathlon (NZ) (Pentire)

Bonneval (NZ) (Makfi)

Sofia Rosa (NZ) (Makfi)

Aloisia (NZ) (Azamour)

next Monday,” said Andrew Forsman, who 
prepares Saturday’s Gr.1 New Zealand Oaks 
winner Bonneval with Murray Baker.  Full 
story here.

“While it will be at some stage my 
intention to go back to 2400 and beyond, 
I don’t feel that he has had the right 
preparation to do so this autumn.

“I therefore feel at this stage of his career, 
he is better suited being kept at the shorter 
distances. We will also endeavour to put 
blinkers on him in the Doncaster providing 
he works well in them.”

Overseas prizes among options for Start 
Wondering

Hong Kong is among the options the 
connections of the multiple Group One 
winner Start Wondering (NZ) (Eighth 
Wonder) are mulling over.

The Gr.1 Chairman’s Sprint Prize to be 
run over 1200 metres at Sha Tin on May 7 
for a stake of $HK14 million (about $NZ2.6 
million) is one race under consideration.  

“There’s options for the horse and he’s 
back in the stable now in case he is going 
to Hong Kong,” said Evan Rayner, who trains 
the six-year-old with his daughter J.J.  Full 
story here.

continued on next page

Kiwi stayer for Sydney
Pentathlon (NZ) (Pentire) is almost 

certain to make two appearances during 
The Championships in Sydney.

The John Wheeler-trained stayer is likely 
to use Saturday week’s Gr.2 Chairman’s 
Handicap as a lead in to the $A2 million 
Sydney Cup at Randwick a week later.

A winner over 3200 metres and a 
commendable ninth in the Gr.1 Melbourne 
Cup in the spring, Pentathlon finished a last-
start eighth in the Gr.1 Auckland Cup after 
being forced to race three wide.

Kiwi fillies looking good for Sydney
Bonneval (NZ) (Makfi) and Devise (NZ) 

(Darci Brahma) are likely to continue their 
rivalry on Australian soil.

While trips to Sydney have yet to be 
committed 100 per cent to, the odds of the 
pair clashing again in the $A1 million Gr.1 
Australian Oaks at Randwick on April 8 are 
shortening.

“The owners are keen and we’ve got a few 
more days yet – if she goes over it will be 

Sofia Rosa back home
Stephen Marsh has cut short Sofia Rosa’s 

(NZ) (Makfi) Sydney campaign.
“She arrived back home on Wednesday 

and she’s in the paddock,” the Cambridge 
trainer said.

The Gr.1 Australian Oaks winner was 
unplaced in last Saturday’s Gr.1 Ranvet 
Stakes at Rosehill with an effort that halted 
plans for a crack at the $A4 million Gr.1 
Queen Elizabeth Stakes.

Marsh said he would talk to connections 
in the coming days regarding Sofia Rosa’s 
immediate future.

Filly poised to follow family lead
A case of like mother, like daughter may 

play out in the coming weeks with Aloisia 
(NZ) (Azamour) in contention for a Group 
One start.

The connections of the lightly-tried filly 
are giving serious consideration to a crack at 
the Courtesy Ford Manawatu Sires’ Produce 
Stakes at Awapuni on Saturday week.

“We might make the late entry fee for 
that,” Matamata trainer Jason Price said. “Her 
Mum ran sixth in it.” Full story here.

https://www.facebook.com/NZRacingNews00/
https://twitter.com/nzracingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTWIPy8JN38JDw3HIBXscPA
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/16435/Kiwi-fillies-looking-good-for-Sydney/
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/16435/Kiwi-fillies-looking-good-for-Sydney/
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/16436/Overseas-prizes-among-options-for-Start-Wondering/
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/16436/Overseas-prizes-among-options-for-Start-Wondering/
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/16454/Filly-poised-to-follow-family-lead/
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Tempting prize for Kiwi stayers

Connections of New Zealand-bred horses 
deep on stamina will have a lucrative 
Australian target to aim at next year.

The Jericho Cup has been revived in its 
centenary year and will be run over 4600 
metres at Warrnambool in November, 2018, 
for a stake of $A300,000.

The event is the brainchild of Melbourne 
racing enthusiast Bill Gibbins and is 
dedicated to the Australian Light Horse and 
their Middle East contribution during World 
War I.  Full story here.

First strike for jockey
Waikato-based jockey Hamish McNeill has 

opened his account.
The 21-year-old was successful aboard 

Tobi (NZ) (Tobique) in the highweight event 
at Pukekohe Park on Wednesday to give him 
his first race day success.

Tobi was also breaking his maiden in the 
1600 metre event for Byerley Park trainer 
Graham Whitburn.

who trains the daughter of Savabeel with 
Grant Cullen.

While it is a longshot, they have 
considered a trip to Australia for Savvy 
Dreams.

“It’s a wild thought, but we may look at 
Adelaide,” Lowry said. “There’s the Auraria 
Stakes, the Australasian Oaks and the SA 
Oaks. 

“She is only a lightly-framed filly and if she 
shows any signs of tiredness when we get 
her back next week then she will go out for 
a good spell.”

Kiwi’s win changes plans
The latest win in Australia for former 

New Zealand galloper Lautaro (NZ) (Don 
Eduardo) has forced a change of plans.

The son of Don Eduardo was to have run 
in the Wagga Cup, but he will instead go to 
Randwick for the Country Championship 
Final after winning his regional heat at 
Albury on Sunday.

Lautaro is trained by Andrew Dale, 
who inherited the horse from his friend, 
Wanganui trainer Kevin Myers.

“I need to thank Kevin. He’s been 
tremendous to me. I owe it to him with this 
horse,” Dale said. 

Smart filly on easy list after Oaks placing 
A decision has yet to be made as to 

whether Savvy Dreams (NZ) (Savabeel) will 
race again this season.

The Group One performer is currently 
taking it easy in the wake of her third 
placing in the New Zealand Oaks at 
Trentham at just her fifth race day 
appearance.

“We’re very happy with her and she’ll be 
back at the track next week,” said Guy Lowry, 

Savvy Dreams (NZ) (Savabeel)

Remembering our Hall Of 
Fame Heroes 
Ray Verner

CLICK TO PLAY

Ray Verner took up training reluctantly to 
help his aging father but became a master 
trainer, renowned for his conditioning of 
horses as he trained over 1000 winners.

Named NZ Racing Personality of the 
Year in 1978, Ray trained top stayers like 
Good Lord (two Wellington Cups, Sydney 
Cup), sprinters like Blue Blood and Gold 
Hope, and weight-for-age horses like Prince 
Majestic and The Gentry.

Ray Verner’s winning percentage in major 

Australian races through the 70s and 80s 
will probably never be matched. At a time 
when Kiwis had to be ever vigilant to 
beat a gang-up syndrome by Australians, 
Verner’s exploits were the stuff of legends.

When Prince Majestic and David Peake 
won the Spring Champion Stakes at 
Randwick in the late 1970s, so hard had 
the opposition tried to put Prince Majestic 
over the running rail on the home bend, 
it took hours to remove the white paint 
from the rail spread down the horse’s 
right-hand side.

https://www.facebook.com/NZRacingNews00/
https://twitter.com/nzracingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTWIPy8JN38JDw3HIBXscPA
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/16453/Tempting-prize-for-Kiwi-stayers/
https://vimeo.com/22220880
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Commands : Brigadier (NZ) (Chartreuse by St. Petersburg)  2012;
17/03/2017, 1st Warrnambool RC The Big Fella Highweight H. 2024m

Don Eduardo : Lautaro (NZ) (Carluke by Tierce)  2011;
19/03/2017, 1st Albury RC SDRA Country Championship Qualifier 1400m
Sold by Bradbury Park at National Yearling Sale for $1800

Duelled : My Dancing Duel (NZ) (Mylor by Kashani)  2009;
18/03/2017, 1st Woolamai DRC Celebration Cup 1708m

Golan : Bashan (NZ) (Green Heather by Greinton)  2008;
18/03/2017, 1st Longreach JC Bitumen Rejuvenation Products H. 1200m

Iffraaj : Gingernuts (NZ) (Double Elle by Generous)  2013;
18/03/2017, 1st ATC Rosehill Guineas Gr.1 2000m
Sold by Goodwood Stud at National Weanling, Broodmare & Mixed Sale for 
$5000
Sold by Stainley Park at Ready to Run Sale for $42500

Iglesia : Spanish Halo (NZ) (Tolinda by Woodman)  2006;
18/03/2017, 1st SAJC Darley Goodwood 20th May H. 1950m

Nadeem : Victory Eight (NZ) (Queen’s Colours by Rainbow Quest)  
2013;
19/03/2017, 1st SCTC Wimmers Premium Soft Drinks H. 1200m
Sold by Esker Lodge at Ready to Run Sale for $80000
Sold by Te Runga Stud at National Yearling Sale for $30000

O’Reilly : Gasworx (NZ) (Kind Return by Zabeel)  2013;
19/03/2017, 1st Albury RC Trackpix Maiden P. 1175m
Sold by Wellfield Lodge at Ready to Run Sale for $100000
Sold by Waikato Stud Ltd at National Yearling Sale for $77500

Per Incanto : Assergi (NZ) (Silk Spur by Rusty Spur)  2012;
20/03/2017, 1st Armidale JC Town & Country Maiden H. 1100m

Pins : Lake Como (NZ) (Pedante by Danehill)  2012;
18/03/2017, 1st VRC Emirates Melbourne Cup Tour Trophy 1200m

Rios : Go by Rio (NZ) (Princess by Pupil)  2011;
16/03/2017, 1st Townsville TC Mendi Constructions H. 1300m
Sold by Anistay Lodge at Ready to Run Sale for $22000
Sold by Seaton Park Ltd at National Yearling Sale for $9000

Rip Van Winkle : Red Silhouette (NZ) (Floramour by More Than Ready)  
2012;
17/03/2017, 1st SCTC North Coast Foods H. 1400m
Sold by Curraghmore Stud at National Yearling Sale for $65000

Australia
Road to Rock : Lofoten Road (NZ) (Vestvagoy by Victory Dance)  2011;
19/03/2017, 1st Yarra Valley RC Knox Audiology Hearing Maiden P. 1950m
Sold by Wellfield Lodge at National Weanling, Broodmare & Mixed Sale for 
$1000
Sold by Pear Tree Farm Agistment Ltd at South Island 2YO & Mixed Sale for 
$20000

Roc de Cambes : Consommateur (NZ) (Consumer by Zabeel)  2012;
18/03/2017, 1st ATC Epona S. Gr.3 1900m
Sold by The Oaks Stud at National Yearling Sale for $30000

Savabeel : Bassett (NZ) (Fledgling by Captain Rio)  2012;
17/03/2017, 1st MVRC Abell S. L 1200m
Sold by Westbury Stud at National Yearling Sale for $60000

Savabeel : Feelin the Love (NZ) (Miss High Heels by Pins)  2010;
17/03/2017, 1st Newcastle JC Turfcare 20th Anniversary H. 1200m
Sold by Waikato Stud Ltd at National Weanling, Broodmare & Mixed Sale for 
$1000

Savabeel : Simply Heaven (NZ) (I’m in Heaven by Volksraad)  2013;
18/03/2017, 1st Geelong RC TAC Maiden P. 1400m

Savabeel : Fathers Delight (NZ) (Party Royal by King’s Chapel)  2013;
19/03/2017, 1st Albury RC Coronet Jewellers Country Maiden H. 1400m
Sold by Windsor Park Stud at National Yearling Sale for $100000

Savabeel : Zarabeel (NZ) (Exilio by O’Reilly)  2012;
20/03/2017, 1st Armidale JC Servies H. 1900m

Stravinsky : Insky (NZ) (Spectralia by Dream Well)  2010;
19/03/2017, 1st Kimba RC Darke Peak Maiden P. 1210m
Sold by Curraghmore Stud at National Yearling Sale for $18000

Swiss Ace : Alpen Rose (NZ) (Rosenborg by Danehill)  2011;
22/03/2017, 1st ATC TAB Rewards H. 1100m

Tavistock : Toni May (NZ) (Sursum Corda by Zabeel)  2012;
19/03/2017, 1st SCTC Sctc.com.au P. 1600m
Sold by Cambridge Stud at National Yearling Sale for $50000

Thorn Park : Phoenix Park (NZ) (Steal by Red Ransom)  2012;
20/03/2017, 1st Kyneton & Hanging Rock RC Bendigo Club H. 1469m
Sold by Lyndhurst Farm at National Yearling Sale for $65000

https://www.facebook.com/NZRacingNews00/
https://twitter.com/nzracingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTWIPy8JN38JDw3HIBXscPA
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Alamosa : King Winsa (NZ) (Sheeza Don by Don Eduardo)  2011;
22/03/2017, 1st HKJC Finance Street H. 1650m
Sold by Maara Grange at Ready to Run Sale for $190000

Perfectly Ready : Lord Turbo - Little Dragon (H.K.) (NZ) (Sitting on a Hill 
by City on a Hill)  2010;
22/03/2017, 1st HKJC Pedder H. 1650m

Savabeel : Rattan (NZ) (Grand Princess by Last Tycoon)  2013;
19/03/2017, 1st HKJC BMW Centenary H. 1600m
Sold by Mapperley Stud Ltd at National Yearling Sale for $150000

Coats Choice : Enthuse (NZ) (Proms by Centaine)  2012;
19/03/2017, 1st Singapore TC Class 5 H. 1000m
Sold by Taikorea Thoroughbreds Ltd at Ready to Run Sale for $47500
Sold by Berkley Stud at South Island Yearling & Mixed Sale for $11000

Darci Brahma : Darci’s Boy (NZ) (Princess Annaliese by Van Nistelrooy)  
2012;
19/03/2017, 1st Singapore TC Open Maiden S. 1400m
Sold by Little Avondale Stud at National Yearling Sale for $110000

Keeper : Rich Fortune (NZ) (Blackrock College by Volksraad)  2012;
19/03/2017, 1st Singapore TC Class 4 H. 1100m
Sold by Cambridge Stud at National Yearling Sale for $20000

Keeper : Amazing Man (NZ) (Mumtaz by Cape Cross)  2012;
17/03/2017, 1st Singapore TC Class 5 H. 1200m
Sold by Kiltannon Stables at Ready to Run Sale for $40000
Sold by Cambridge Stud at National Yearling Sale for $21000

O’Reilly : Lim’s Ripple (NZ) (Ethics by Zabeel)  2013;
17/03/2017, 1st Singapore TC Restricted Maiden S. 1400m
Sold by Waikato Stud Ltd at National Yearling Sale for $50000

Sakhee’s Secret : Savage Storm (NZ) (Mysterious Sound by Danzig)  
2010;
19/03/2017, 1st Singapore TC Class 4 H. 1100m
Sold by Delahunty Farm at Ready to Run Sale for $21000
Sold by Brighthill Farm at National Yearling Sale for $25000

Savabeel : Classified (NZ) (Fire Song by Senor Pete)  2011;
19/03/2017, 1st Singapore TC Class 4 H. 1600m
Sold by Trelawney Stud Ltd at National Yearling Sale for $120000

Testa Rossa : Cavallo (NZ) (Indovina by Elusive Quality)  2009;
19/03/2017, 1st Singapore TC Benchmark 97 H. 1100m
Sold by Lyndhurst Farm at Ready to Run Sale for $130000

Darci Brahma : Just Name It (NZ) (Exilio by O’Reilly)  2010;
18/03/2017, 1st Penang TC Class 5 H. 1200m
Sold by Hallmark Stud at National Yearling Sale for $100000

Elusive City : Probably (NZ) (Sweet Charity by Zabeel)  2011;
18/03/2017, 1st Penang TC Class 4 H. 1300m
Sold by Haunui Farm at Winter Mixed Bloodstock Sale for $1200

Soviet Flash : Lucky Money (NZ) (Pink Melody by Stop the Music)  2009;
18/03/2017, 1st Penang TC Class 5 H. 1200m
Sold by Brighthill Farm at National Weanling, Broodmare & Mixed Sale for 
$2200

O’Reilly : Only Pearl (NZ) (Danadevi by Danehill)  2010;
18/03/2017, 1st Macau Dresden H. 1200m
Sold by Phoenix Park at Ready to Run Sale for $47500
Sold by Beltana at National Yearling Sale for $20000

Patapan : Wealthy East (NZ) (Georgie’s Way by Al Akbar)  2012;
18/03/2017, 1st Macau Cologne H. 1200m
Sold by Leafland Stud at South Island Yearling & Mixed Sale for $3000

Savabeel : Power Savabeel (NZ) (Chai Latte by Danehill Dancer)  2012;
18/03/2017, 1st Macau Dusseldorf H. 1500m

Thorn Park : Ideal Smart Horse (NZ) (Trickery by Straussbrook)  2012;
18/03/2017, 1st Macau Essen H. 1200m
Sold by Windsor Park Stud at National Yearling Sale for $50000

HONG KONG SINGAPORE

MALAYSIA

MACAU

https://www.facebook.com/NZRacingNews00/
https://twitter.com/nzracingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTWIPy8JN38JDw3HIBXscPA

