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The prospect of a dry track has boosted the chances of 
Blanco Cara (NZ) (Cape Blanco) in the Gr.1 Queensland 
Oaks.

The switch of the race to Doomben means a distance 
reduction from 2400m to 2200m and fine weather in Brisbane 
has John Thompson hopeful he can be the trainer holding the 
Oaks trophy.

Blanco Cara finished midfield in the Gr.2 Adrian Knox on a 

heavy track during the Sydney autumn carnival and Thompson 
elected to miss the ATC Australian Oaks because of the 
prospect of another wet track.

Instead he set Blanco Cara for the Queensland Oaks and 
hoped for dry conditions.

Blanco Cara has already been to Queensland this winter, 
finishing fifth in the Gold Coast Bracelet on May 6.

Cape Blanco filly Blanco Cara will tackle the Gr. 1 Queensland Oaks at Doomben tomorrow

Dry track to help Blanco Cara
 in Queensland Oaks

PREFERMENT LEADS HOME WALLER
TRIFECTA IN DASHING BMW TRIUMPH

Continued on  page  3



•  Leading First Season Sire combined 2017 Premier and 
Select NZB Yearling Sale – Averaging $163,500

•  Leading Sire overall by average at 2017 NZB Select  
Yearling Sale

•  Yearlings Sold up to $440,000

•  Jakkalberry has stamped his progeny.  
They are full of quality, balance and athleticism.

•  Applications for 2017 Breeding season now open -  
Limited Service Nominations

LOT 259 – 
SOLD $100,000

LOT 682 – 
SOLD $90,000

LOT 366 – 
SOLD $440,000

Ray Knight 

Ph: 027 495 7319  or  0800 233 729
E: info@novarapark.co.nz
www.novarapark.co.nz

•	 Champion 2010 (IT.) Champion 2011 (IT.) Champion 2012 
(GB.)

•	 Group One winner of the Gran Premio Di Milano beating 
Getaway (two times G1 winner), and Campanologist (four 
times G1 winner).

•	 Winner of the American St Leger in track record time.

•	 Turn of foot - fastest last 600 metres in Melbourne Cup 
since sectionals were introduced (33.53 secs).

•	 Temperament - winner or performer in England, Italy, USA, 
Dubai, Australia.

•	 Winner of 12 races and over $2,774,000.00.

•	 An early maturing classic family with six siblings winning at 
age two.

•	 A prepotent family - first sibling to breed has already 
produced two stakes winning Group One performers.

•	 Timeform rated 125 after 2012 Melbourne Cup ahead of 
Green Moon and Fiorente, who both received 124.

• Dam is one of the best broodmares in the world still breeding 
today. 

• In the 2017 NZB Premier and Select Catalogue Sire 
References, Jakkalberry was the only sire 
of eighteen first season sires 
with one dam on the 
page.

LOT 907 – 
SOLD $130,000

http://novarapark.co.nz/jakkalberry/pedigree/overview/
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BEN’S DAY BRIGHTENED BY DESERVED
ROTORUA STAKES WIN FOR ILLUMINATI

Dry track to help Blanco Cara
 in Queensland Oaks

(Continued from page  1)

Thompson had then intended to run the filly in the 
traditional Oaks lead-up, the Doomben Roses, on May 20.

“She drew wide and there was a forecast for plenty of rain. 
She doesn’t like really wet tracks and as it turned out the track 
was heavy at Doomben,” Thompson said.

“So instead she ran in a race at Newcastle and got the job 
done with a win.”

Thompson thinks Blanco Cara is well up to a Group One 
race at this time of the year.

“Her run in the Bracelet was good and she had no luck. To 
finish as close as she did to the winner Dawn Wall was a nice 
effort,” he said.

“She has won up to 2300 metres so the distance of 2200 
(metres) on Saturday will be no trouble.”

Blanco Cara, who is raced by one of Jamie Walter’s Proven 
Thoroughbreds syndicates, is by the Galileo stallion Cape 
Blanco who stands at Cambridge Stud and is gradually building 
up a reputation as a sire of stayers in Australasia.

https://www.facebook.com/NZRacingNews00/
https://twitter.com/nzracingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTWIPy8JN38JDw3HIBXscPA
http://www.mapperleystud.co.nz/complacent/


racingnews.co.nz

4

Friday 2 June 2017

Your daily fix of up to date thoroughbred news from across the globe

RACING NEWS

NO WASTING TIME FOR PIN YOUR HOPES
– CAULFIELD WIN THIRD FROM LAST FOUR

Laurie Laxon will return home 
from a successful 17 year stint in 
Singapore later this year

Laxon to return
to New Zealand to train

Training great Laurie Laxon is heading home to continue 
his career.

The New Zealand Racing Hall of Famer has 
dominated Singapore racing for the past 17 years, winning 
nine premierships and more than 1250 races at Kranji 
Racecourse, but has decided it’s time to pull up stumps on 
the island nation.

He will return to his Maungatautari farm in Waikato, where 
Stephen Ramsay and Julia Ritchie are currently training, and 
prepare a team of 30 to 40 horses solely for Sir Peter Vela.

It will be the revival of a once formidable trainer-owner 
partnership that led to wins in races as important as the Hong 
Kong International Cup and with a long list of high quality 

performers, the like of Noble Heights (NZ) (Sir Tristram), 
Romanee Conti (NZ) (Sir Tristram) and Clear Rose (NZ) 
(Deputy Governor), that Laxon produced for Sir Peter and his 
late brother Philip.

“I’ll probably be home by September and I’ll train from my 
farm, just for Peter Vela,” Laxon said from Singapore.

“I’ve been in Singapore 17 years and it was just time. 
I’ve had a good innings up here and enjoyed a really good 
income. I’m really proud of what I’ve been able to achieve 
here.”

Laxon has won every feature race on the Singapore 
calendar at least once and some as many as six times, most 
notably winning the Kranji Mile and Chairman’s Trophy five 
times each, four Singapore Guineas, Queen Elizabeth II Cups 
and Patron’s Bowls and twice claiming the Singapore Derby 
and Singapore Gold Cup.

He has prepared the Singapore Horse of the Year on 
five occasions and was the first trainer to win 100 races in a 
season and the first trainer to win 1000 races there.

Laxon, who produced Empire Rose (NZ) (Sir Tristram) to 
win the 1988 Melbourne Cup, has yet to decide when his 
stable will close, but still has his eye on upcoming Singapore 
features and will continue to race horses there with other 
trainers after he returns to New Zealand.

“I haven’t given them a finishing date yet. They asked me 
to stay, but the time has come for me to move on,” Laxon said, 
adding that he was still hungry to train feature winners.

“Peter has got some lovely fillies to work with back home. I 
just want to train Group winners.”

Ramsay and Ritchie will relocate to a new property owned 
by Sir Peter Vela and continue to train for the Pencarrow Stud 
owner as well. 

- NZ Racing Desk.

https://www.facebook.com/NZRacingNews00/
https://twitter.com/nzracingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTWIPy8JN38JDw3HIBXscPA
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Trainer Ben Currie chasing upset Oaks 
win

Trainer Ben Currie will be focused on 
Saturday’s Doomben meeting when Isn’t 
She Elegant (NZ) (Trusting) lines up in the 
Gr.1 Queensland Oaks.

Currie accepted with Isn’t She Elegant 
in a A$50,000 Three-Year-Old Handicap at 
Ipswich on Wednesday but decided to raise 
the bar.

“She has won five races and not many 
three-year-old fillies have done that. She is 
suited at Doomben over 2200 metres and 
she will be up on the pace,” Currie said.

“I’ve got an in-form Group One jockey 
in Damian Lane. I don’t think she will be 
disgraced.”

Currie has had a great winter with more 
than 20 winners since the start of April 
including five winners at Toowoomba, his 
home track, on May 27.

Isn’t She Elegant was purchased for 
$30,000 from Rich Hill Stud’s 2015 NZB 
Select Sale draft.

Preferment (NZ) (Zabeel)

Bonny O’Reilly (NZ) (O’Reilly)

Splurge (NZ) (Savabeel)

Slimline (NZ) (Castledale)

“I am still scratching my head about what 
happened in his last run, he did get a couple 
of bumps at the 800m mark so the only 
thing I can think of is maybe he stopped 
trying after that,” Richards said.

“But there were really no excuses, the 
scope found nothing amiss. 

“His work has been good this week and I 
would like to see him jump cleanly this time 
and put himself in the race and get his mind 
on the job.

“But I am hopeful rather than confident.”

The four-year-old has won each of her last 
four starts, most recently in a Benchmark 85 
(1200m) at Rosehill on 20 May, and she has 
drawn barrier two in a capacity field of 16 
runners for Jason Collett. 

“We’ve always had a good opinion of her 
and she’s a bit stronger now. She’s going 
really well but she’s got to step up again on 
Saturday,” Baker said.

Preferment out for perfect farewell 
A small field of six will contest Saturday’s 

Gr.2 PJ O’Shea Stakes (2200m) at Doomben.
Chris Waller’s four-time Group One winner 

Preferment (NZ) (Zabeel) has drawn gate 
two with Hugh Bowman aboard for the five-
year-old Zabeel stallion’s swansong start.

Preferment was a last-start fourth in the 
Gr.2 Hollindale Stakes (1800m) and will be 
chasing his first win since the Gr.1 The BMW 
(2400m) in March last year.

The New Zealand-bred Cylinder Beach 
(NZ) (Showcasing) has drawn barrier five for 
jockey Jim Byrne in the A$200,00 race.

Splurge hoping for redemption in 
Moreton Cup

Jamie Richards is still scratching his head 
about the last-start flop of sprinter Splurge 
(NZ) (Savabeel).

The Te Akau Racing co-trainer, who trains 
in partnership with Stephen Autridge, 
admits confidence levels have been dented 
heading into tomorrow’s Gr.2 Moreton Cup 
(1200m) at Doomben.

Splurge won seven of his first 11 races 
in New Zealand and started the $3.60 
favourite at his Australian debut in the Gr.3 
BRC Sprint (1350m) on a heavy Doomben 
track on May 20.

But he was extremely disappointing, 
finishing ninth and beaten 11 lengths by 
Jungle Edge (Dubawi), and a post-race vet 
inspection did not reveal any problems.

Sportsbet have rated Splurge a $7.50 
chance for Saturday’s Moreton Cup but 
Richards is hopeful rather than confident 
about his winning chances.

Tactics the key for Slimline 
A change in race tactics has worked 

wonders for the Gary Vile-trained mare 
Slimline (NZ) (Castledale) as she heads into 
tomorrow’s Listed Ag Challenge Stakes at 
Wanganui.

The decision was made to race her off the 
pace after her impressive first-up win this 
campaign and the five-year-old Castledale 
mare has gone on to record a win and 
placing in her two subsequent starts.

“Danielle Johnson rode her back when 
she was fresh-up this year and she stormed 
home, so I’ve kept the same tactics and they 
seem to have worked with her,” Vile said.  
Full story here.

Stayer in the groove for Wanganui Cup
The prospect of a sticky track holds more 

concerns for Cambridge trainer Andrew 
Forsman than Maygrove’s (Authorized) 
60kg equal topweight when assessing the 
Group Two winner’s chances in Saturday’s 
Listed Wanganui Cup.

The Authorized six-year-old was sent out a 
$2.80 favourite in last month’s Gr.3 Rotorua 
Cup (2300m) on a holding heavy track and 
Forsman was wary that similar conditions 
could blunt the grey stayer’s potency in the 
Civics @ Cambridge Thoroughbred Lodge-
sponsored event.

Bonny O’Reilly steps up 
Progressive Bjorn Baker-trained mare 

Bonny O’Reilly (NZ) (O’Reilly) is set to 
face 15 rivals in the Listed Helen Coughlan 
Stakes (1200m) at Doomben this weekend. 

https://www.facebook.com/NZRacingNews00/
https://twitter.com/nzracingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTWIPy8JN38JDw3HIBXscPA
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/18137/Tactics-the-key-for-Slimline/
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Famous Seamus (NZ) (Elusive City)

War Affair (NZ) (O’Reilly)

Maygrove (Authorized)

Iggi Pop (NZ) (Savabeel)

continued on next page

Mayfield-Smith described Famous 
Seamus’ Tuesday morning gallop as 
“enormous” but remains concerned about 
starting from a wide gate with the rail out 
seven metres.

“So we’ll just have to hope for a bit of luck. 
The good thing is he’s at his peak - being an 
older horse, once you get them fit you don’t 
have to really work them.” 
	 Beyond Saturday, Mayfield-Smith 
has the Listed Civic Stakes (1400m) back at 
Rosehill in his sights, a race in which Famous 
Seamus finished runner-up in 2012.

Elizabeth II Cup,” said Marsh. 
“I would say he has maintained his 

condition, though. It’s a quality field, but the 
fact he has only 58 kilograms on his back 
and is on level terms with the rest is a huge 
advantage.”

Nunes On Well Done 
Jockey Manoel Nunes is looking forward 

to being reunited with the David Kok-
trained Well Done (NZ) (Falkirk) in the 
Queen Elizabeth II Cup (1800m) at Kranji on 
Sunday, having not ridden the five-year-old 
gelding since April last year. 

Nunes has ridden the Singapore Derby 
winner (2000m) four times, winning once 
and finishing third on the other three 
occasions. 

“I galloped him last Saturday and 
Wednesday. He is as usual very professional, 
he’s a very smart horse and does whatever 
you ask him to do,” said Nunes. 

“I am very happy with the way he is going. 
David does not rush his horses, and he’s 
done a great job to bring him back to this 
level of fitness.”

Iggi Pop still hitting the right note
Like the ageing rocker of the same name, 

Iggi Pop (NZ) (Savabeel) shows no sign of 
hearing the fat lady sing.

The eight-year-old might be in the twilight 
of his career but could still clock up a half 
century of starts before retirement.

He will have start number 41 in Saturday’s 
Eremein Handicap (1800m) at Rosehill.

“He’s going well. He just had a canter 
round first-up and he’ll probably need this 
run on Saturday,” trainer Peter Robl said.

Providing Iggi Pop puts in a decent run 
at the weekend he will tackle the Kensei 
Handicap (2000m) at Rosehill on June 13 
and ideally earn himself another trip to 
Queensland for the Listed Caloundra Cup at 
the Sunshine Coast in June.

Randwick-based Robl said Iggi Pop was 
among the most contented members of his 
team.

“He’s very happy. His work’s always good. 
He certainly seems to enjoy being around 
the stables and getting looked after,” he said.

Robl said there were no plans to put 
Iggi Pop out to pasture on a permanent 
basis providing he stayed healthy and 
enthusiastic.

“There’s no reason why a horse like him 
still wouldn’t be competitive in an Albury, 
Wagga or Grafton Cup,” he said.

“He was disappointing at Rotorua. He 
would have appreciated a bit of rain and 
a looser track and that’s the one concern 
going into Wanganui,” said Forsman, who 
trains in partnership with Murray Baker.  Full 
story here.

Cup start favoured for mare
Given the opportunity, Tiffany’s (NZ) 

(High Chaparral) will chase a stakes credit at 
Wanganui.

The six-year-old mare is third on the 
ballot for the Listed Civics @ Cambridge 
Thoroughbred Lodge Wanganui Cup and 
guaranteed a start in the Rating 65 Balance 
Accountants 2040.

“If she gets a run she’ll start in the cup,” 
part-owner and trainer Tony Bambry said. 
“We want to get some black type with her.”

By High Chaparral out of an Encosta de 
Lago mare, Tiffany’s has won five races and 
is a half-sister to the Gr.2 Wellington Guineas 
winner Neo (NZ) (One Cool Cat).

Back to basics for Famous Seamus
Trelawney Stud graduate Famous 

Seamus (NZ) (Elusive City) is set for a 
welcome drop in grade when he contests 
the Octagonal Handicap (1400m) at Rosehill 
tomorrow.

The last time the veteran of 58 starts ran 
in a non-stakes race was on June 16, 2012 - 
almost five years ago to the day.

But perhaps more importantly, trainer 
Noel Mayfield-Smith has reverted to 
preparing Famous Seamus as a sprinter after 
briefly experimenting with him at a mile.

“In his older years, he’s given us the 
indication that he might be looking for a 
mile but he hasn’t really been effective,” 
Mayfield-Smith said.

“He handled all the work well but it just 
wasn’t for him.

“Since I’ve taken him back in distance 
and sharpened him up he’s enjoying it a lot 
more.”

War Affair Set For QEII 
Trainer Bruce Marsh is quietly confident 

that War Affair (NZ) (O’Reilly) can run well 
in Sunday’s  Queen Elizabeth II Cup at Kranji 
(1800m). 

The 2014 Singapore Horse Of The Year will 
be racing second up having dead-heated 
with Storm Troops (Orpen) in the Saas Fee 
Stakes (1400m) first up this season. 

“He’s pulled up great after the Saas Fee. I’m 
very happy with him going into the Queen 

https://www.facebook.com/NZRacingNews00/
https://twitter.com/nzracingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTWIPy8JN38JDw3HIBXscPA
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/18139/Stayer-in-the-groove-for-Wanganui-Cup/
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/18139/Stayer-in-the-groove-for-Wanganui-Cup/
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Evan Rayner, who trains the gelding with his 
daughter J.J.

“It’s $A45,000 for a late entry, but he won’t 
be running in it. On the same day there’s a 
mile so I think he will run in that instead.”  
Full story here.

Coleman strikes to spark home town 
celebration

Michael Coleman’s sense of timing 
was impeccable on Wednesday when 
the popular Matamata jockey reached a 
memorable racing milestone on his home 
turf.

The 47-year-old rode his 2000th New 
Zealand winner when he guided the Shaun 
and Emma Clotworthy-trained August 
Edition (NZ) (Alamosa) to victory in the New 
Zealand Bloodstock Insurance Pearl Series 
Race.

“It was nice to get it out of the way early in 
the day,” Coleman said.  Full story here.

Te Akau to pay late fees
Te Akau Racing will make late entry fees 

of $18,000 each to supplement pre-race 
favourite Melody Belle (NZ) (Commands) 
into Saturday week’s Gr.1 J.J. Atkins and 
Shocking Luck (NZ) (Shocking) into the Gr.1 
Queensland Derby.

Due to a communication 
misunderstanding, both horses were 
notable absentees on Wednesday morning 
from the lists of first acceptances for the 
Doomben features.

“We will submit late nominations for both 
horses who, providing all is well, are definite 
starters. Whilst we are very disappointed, 
Te Akau accepts full responsibility and has 
rectified the matter accordingly,” they said.

Change of direction for Start Wondering
The Wanganui connections of Start 

Wondering (NZ) (Eighth Wonder) have 
been forced to change plans with their 
multiple Group One winner.

They had intended to run the six-year-
old in the $A1.5 million Gr.1 Stradbroke 
Handicap at Doomben on Saturday week, 
but an oversight resulted in him being 
absent from the list of first acceptances.

“We had a problem with our 
accommodation and while we were sorting 
that out we missed putting him in,” said 

Michael Coleman

Danza Lad (NZ) (Woodbury Lad)

Ugo Foscolo (NZ) (Zacinto)

Start Wondering (NZ) (Eighth Wonder) Packing Pins (NZ) (Pins)

continued on next page

Versatile performer Danza Lad side-lined
Rudy Liefting was in a philosophical mood 

after receiving unfortunate news about 
his Group Three winner Danza Lad (NZ) 
(Woodbury Lad).

“He had some filling in a leg so I had to 
take him to the vet for a scan and he’s out 
for the year,” the Pukekohe Park trainer said.  
“It’s a tear of the flexor tendon.”

The winner of 10 races, including the Gr.3 
Thompson Handicap, Danza Lad has won 
twice over fences and was being prepared 
for a return to that role.

“I was going to run him in the KS Browne 
Hurdle next Monday and I thought that race 
was his for the taking, but that’s the way it 
goes,” Liefting said.

He will now be looking to stablemate 
Just Got Home (NZ) (Storming Home) to 
lift stable spirits when he runs on Queen’s 
Birthday Monday. He is leaning toward the 
McGregor Grant Steeplechase over the 
maiden steeplechase.

“I can’t really see the point of running a 
good horse for $10,000, we might as well 
have a go at the big one,” Liefting said.

Smart Kiwi-bred performer happy to be 
home

High domestic spring hopes are held 
for a New Zealand-bred galloper with an 
impressive overseas racing record.

Racing in Hong Kong as Packing Pins 
(NZ) (Pins), the six-year-old won six of his 19 
starts from the stable of Ricky Yiu and was 
Group placed before joining the Cambridge 
operation of Trevor and Martin Cruz.

The brothers’ mother Angel now races the 
gelding, who has reverted to his original 
name of Packing Eagle, under which 
he initially won all three of his trials for 
Matamata trainers Ken and Bev Kelso before 
heading to Hong Kong.  Full story here.

Guineas winner in fine fettle
Group One-winning three-year-old Ugo 

Foscolo (NZ) (Zacinto) has thrived during 
his time off.

The New Zealand-bred and owned son 
of Zacinto has spelled particularly well and 
will return to the Randwick quarters of Gai 
Waterhouse and Adrian Bott this week.

“He’s enjoyed a slow build-up with four 
weeks at Bell View Park Stud and he’ll be 
back in the stables this week,” said part-
owner Kevin Hickman’s racing manager 
Jonathan Scully.

https://www.facebook.com/NZRacingNews00/
https://twitter.com/nzracingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTWIPy8JN38JDw3HIBXscPA
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/18116/Change-of-direction-for-Start-Wondering/
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/18107/Coleman-strikes-to-spark-home-town-celebration/
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/18054/Smart-Kiwi-bred-performer-happy-to-be-home/
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The invitation was extended by the Inner 
Mongolia Rider Horse Industry principal 
Lang Lin, commonly known as Mr Wolf.

“It will be nice to have a look around over 
there and it fits in really well, I’ll only miss 
one meeting here,” Wynne said.

O’Shea to link again with McDonald
Former Godolphin trainer John O’Shea 

is planning to reunite with banned jockey 
James McDonald once the Kiwi serves an 
18-month suspension. 

McDonald will be eligible to return to the 
track in mid-May after being disqualified 
for placing a $1000 bet on a horse he was 
riding in 2015. 

He has failed twice to have the length 
of the ban reduced, with a third appeal 
currently before the Supreme Court.

But O’Shea, who this week confirmed a 
return to public training at Randwick, said 
he would again make the 25-year-old his 
No. 1 jockey.

“My goal is to have a stable strong 
enough that warrants James and keeps him 
busy on his return,” O’Shea told Sky Sports 
Radio.

“One of the things that inspired me the 
most was to make sure I could look after 
him the best i could and provide him with 
a significant amount of horses to keep him 
busy.”

AAP

Savabeel mares hit seven figures
A pair of New Zealand-bred daughters of 

Savabeel have hit dizzy heights on the Gold 
Coast.

The first day of Tuesday’s broodmare 
sale was topped by the Gr.2 Fillies’ Classic 
winner Nurse Kitchen (NZ) (Savabeel), who 
was bred by former top trainer Peter Moody 
and raced by his wife Sarah, when she sold 
for $A1.7 million to the China Horse Club.

She has since arrived at the stable of top 
Newcastle trainer Kris Lees.

“She arrived Thursday morning in great 
order as you’d expect a filly that was just 
sold for that sort of money,” Lees said.

“She’s arrived with about two weeks of 
light pre-training so we’ll just continue on 
that path and learn about her every day.”

The former Graeme and Debbie 
Rogerson-trained Soriano (NZ) (Savabeel), 
who was the dual Group One winner of the 
Zabeel Classic and the Herbie Dyke Stakes 
for Denise Howell, also reached seven 
figures when she was knocked down to 
Yulong Investments for $A1.15 million.

A sister to Saturday’s Gr.3 Premier’s Cup 
winner Kaiser Franz (NZ), Soriano is in foal 
to Tavistock.

Thorn Park mare The Party Stand (NZ), 
winner of the Gr.1 New Zealand Stakes 
from Roger James’ stable, also lit up the 
ring when she sold for $A1.1 million on 
Wednesday. In foal to Snitzel, she was 
purchased by Adrian Nicholl, of the BBA 
Ireland. 

Asian adventure beckons
Samantha Wynne is looking forward to a 

brief overseas venture next month.
“I got a call last night to go to China and 

I’ll be riding at two meetings over there on 
the 6th and 8th of July,” the Christchurch-
based jockey said. 

Ugo Foscolo won five of his six starts 
for Cambridge trainer Stephen Marsh, 
culminating in his Gr.1 New Zealand 2000 
Guineas victory, before he transferred to 
Sydney.  Full story here.

the New Zealand Derby, New Zealand 
Stakes, Ranvet Stakes and The BMW at 
Group One level.

El Pistola (NZ) (El Hermano)

Nurse Kitchen (NZ) (Savabeel)

Samantha Wynne

Group One performer retired
Auckland Cup runner-up El Pistola 

(NZ) (El Hermano) has been retired after 
fracturing a fetlock.

Bred by Frank and Faye Drummond and 
raced on lease by the Hoofit Bros Tokoroa 
Syndicate, El Pistola won four of her 30 
starts and pushed Chenille (NZ) (Pentire) 
to three-quarters of a length in the Gr.1 
Auckland Cup (3200m) at Ellerslie in March.

She was second to Chocante (NZ) 
(Shocking) in the Gr.3 Counties Cup 
(2100m) at Pukekohe earlier this season 
and won the Nathans Memorial (2200m) 
at Ellerslie last year for Tokoroa trainers 
Nathan Hanley and Kylie Whiting.

“We extended her racing lease twice. It 
was great to see her syndicate members 
having so much fun,” said Frank Drummond, 
who stands El Pistola’s sire El Hermano at 
his Cheval Stud at Pukeatua.

“Scans done yesterday revealed a 
fractured fetlock so she will return to Cheval 
Stud to join our broodmare band. Kylie and 
Nathan did a great job training her from 
their South Waikato base.”

Valuable filly NZ-bound
The first foal of the English-based Silent 

Achiever (NZ) (O’Reilly) will travel to owner 
Kevin Hickman’s Valachi Downs operation 
later this year.

“The Frankel filly is a real stunner and 
she’ll be on a flight in a couple of months,” 
stud manager Jonathan Scully said.

“Silent Achiever is back in foal to Frankel 
and she may even go to him a third time 
before she comes home.”

The O’Reilly mare won 10 races from 
Roger James’ Cambridge stable, including 

https://www.facebook.com/NZRacingNews00/
https://twitter.com/nzracingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTWIPy8JN38JDw3HIBXscPA
https://www.racingnews.co.nz/blog/post/18066/Guineas-winner-in-fine-fettle/
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Laurie Laxon- A master trainer in 
two countries.

Born in 1946, Laurie Laxon won 
his first race as an amateur jockey 
when 18 and went on to become a 
successful trainer in New Zealand 
where he prepared the 1988 Melbourne 
Cup winner Empire Rose and 1993 
Hong Kong International Cup winner 
Romanee Conti amongst a host of top-
class performers.

After moving to Singapore Laurie was 

Remembering our Hall Of Fame Heroes

crowned Champion trainer 
nine times. In 2004 he became 
the first to train 100 winners in 
a Singapore season and beat 
that with 104 in 2008. In 2013 
he became the first to train 
1000 winners in Singapore.

Contact the team on +64 9 296 4436 or email info@gavelhouse.com

Next fortnightly online auction in New Zealand.

ENTRIES CLOSE 7PM MONDAY 5 JUNE.
Register online now at WWW.GAVELHOUSE.COM to to list your bloodstock, stallion nominations and stallion shares.

https://www.facebook.com/NZRacingNews00/
https://twitter.com/nzracingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTWIPy8JN38JDw3HIBXscPA
https://vimeo.com/155067782
http://www.gavelhouse.com
http://www.gavelhouse.com
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25/05/2017 - 01/06/2017

Beneteau : Jacqueric (NZ) (Hey Pretty Katie by Beautiful Crown)  2012;
28/05/2017, 1st SCTC Paddy Walsh Painting & Plastering H. 1200m
Sold by K. R. & A. J. Mahoney at National Yearling Sale for $50000

Captain Rio : Let’s Go to Rio (NZ) (Joan’s Chance by Volksraad)  2013;
25/05/2017, 1st Pakenham RC Pakenham Gazette H. 1400m
Sold by Hallmark Stud at National Yearling Sale for $75000

Commands : Melody Belle (NZ) (Meleka Belle by Iffraaj)  2014;
27/05/2017, 1st BRC Sires’ Produce S. Gr.2 1400m
Sold by Haunui Farm at National Yearling Sale for $57500

Darci Brahma : Donot Say Anything (NZ) (What Can I Say by Khozaam)  
2013;
26/05/2017, 1st SCTC #Hot91ladiesoaks17 H. 1400m

Darci Brahma : Riyadh (NZ) (Tempestra by O’Reilly)  2009;
31/05/2017, 1st Pakenham RC Hygain H. 1400m
Sold by Little Avondale Stud at National Yearling Sale for $100000

Echoes of Heaven : Wainui Gold (NZ) (She’s All Gold by Prized)  2013;
26/05/2017, 1st Casino RC Wal’s Concreting Maiden P. 1000m

Ekraar : Segenhoe (NZ) (Drumline by Spectacular Love)  2011;
31/05/2017, 1st ATC TAB Rewards H. 2200m

Elvstroem : Gold Medals (NZ) (Lady Mulroy by Encosta de Lago)  2009;
27/05/2017, 1st MRC Australian S/chase 3400m
Sold by Westbury Stud at National Yearling Sale for $30000

Iffraaj : Order Again (NZ) (Glass Half Full by Van Nistelrooy)  2013;
27/05/2017, 1st BRC Grand Prix S. Gr.3 2200m

Librettist : Thatstheticket - Hammerstein (Aust.) (NZ) (Taatledoya by 
Faltaat)  2011;
25/05/2017, 1st Moe RC LV Express H. 1214m

Mastercraftsman : General Custer (NZ) (Trujillo by Saint Ballado)  2011;
27/05/2017, 1st SAJC Australian Made H. 1950m
Sold by Blandford Lodge at National Yearling Sale for $105000

Mastercraftsman : Shine on - Just Shine (Aust.) (NZ) (Sweet Spirit by 
Octagonal)  2012;
30/05/2017, 1st Hawkesbury RC Cabramatta Leagues Maiden P. 2000m

Pentire : Counterfire (NZ) (Jetusin by Jetball)  2012;
28/05/2017, 1st Shoalhaven City TC Country Maiden P. 1400m

Per Incanto : Lady Moochi (NZ) (Grable by Pins)  2012;
28/05/2017, 1st Shoalhaven City TC Mu-X Go Your Own Way Maiden H. 
1100m

Pins : Hirtshals (NZ) (Burnzees Magic by Kinjite)  2013;
31/05/2017, 1st Ipswich TC Buy Now 1866 on the Green H. 1100m

Rios : Del Rios (NZ) (Cruella de Vil by Captain Rio)  2012;
26/05/2017, 1st Geelong RC Blood Motor Group H. 1300m

Australia
Savabeel : Savvy Dresser (NZ) (Vanessatheundressa by Carnegie)  
2013;
26/05/2017, 1st Cranbourne TC Mypunter.com Maiden P. 2060m

Savabeel : Wack’em (NZ) (Tonic by Blues Traveller)  2012;
27/05/2017, 1st GCTC Emerald Lakes Golf Club H. 1300m
Sold by Diamond Lodge at Ready to Run Sale for $350000
Sold by Phoenix Park at National Yearling Sale for $100000

Savabeel : Monasterio (NZ) (Pingus by Falbrav)  2013;
27/05/2017, 1st ATC EML H. 2000m

Savabeel : Superveloce (NZ) (Queen of Lions by King of Kings)  2012;
27/05/2017, 1st Warracknabeal TC Emmett’s H. 1600m

Savabeel : Kaiser Franz (NZ) (Call Me Lily by Just a Dancer)  2010;
27/05/2017, 1st BRC Premier’s Cup Gr.3 2200m
Sold by Trelawney Stud Ltd at National Yearling Sale for $65000

Savabeel : Savvy Bandit (NZ) (Blanchard by Kaapstad)  2012;
31/05/2017, 1st Pakenham RC Sportsbet Racing Form H. 2000m
Sold by Windsor Park Stud at National Yearling Sale for $170000

Shocking : Diapason (NZ) (Musicanna by Cape Cross)  2012;
26/05/2017, 1st Cranbourne TC Cranbourne Hyundai H. 1300m
Sold by Rich Hill Stud at National Yearling Sale for $40000

Shocking : Harvard (NZ) (Untouched by Danske)  2012;
26/05/2017, 1st Geelong RC Factory Security Doors H. 1900m

Spartacus : Country Way (NZ) (Allez Barsac by Sir Tristram)  2012;
28/05/2017, 1st TRC Luxbet Maiden P. 1400m

Street Cry : Verreaux (NZ) (Rose of Tralee by Sadler’s Wells)  2011;
27/05/2017, 1st Warracknabeal TC Be Races Ready H. 1600m
Sold by Cambridge Stud at National Yearling Sale for $360000

Tavistock : Tessastock (NZ) (Proustian by Zabeel)  2012;
28/05/2017, 1st SCTC Scott McMahon Electrical H. 1800m

Thewayyouare : Born Magic (NZ) (Magique Sky by Hurricane Sky)  
2012;
28/05/2017, 1st Echuca RC Ferrari Building & /Maintenance H. 1400m

Thewayyouare : Free Way (NZ) (Dementieva by Volksraad)  2013;
25/05/2017, 1st Bathurst TC Frank Smith Work Wear Maiden P. 1200m
Sold by Windsor Park Stud at National Yearling Sale for $40000

Trusting : Isn’t She Elegant (NZ) (Princess Biscotte by Casino Prince)  
2013;
27/05/2017, 1st Toowoomba TC Jack Duggan H. 2000m
Sold by Rich Hill Stud at National Yearling Sale for $30000

Zabeel : Choysa (NZ) (Classy Choice by Redoute’s Choice)  2010;
27/05/2017, 1st Warracknabeal TC Pony Xpress H. 2000m

https://www.facebook.com/NZRacingNews00/
https://twitter.com/nzracingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTWIPy8JN38JDw3HIBXscPA
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O’Reilly : Wow (NZ) (Rockelle by Rock of Gibraltar)  2011;
27/05/2017, 1st Selangor TC Class 5 H. 1100m
Sold by Ascot Farm at Ready to Run Sale for $120000

High Chaparral : High Design (NZ) (North Brae by Just a Dancer)  2009;
27/05/2017, 1st Bourail Prix des Freres Guillermet 2000m
Sold by Windsor Park Stud at National Yearling Sale for $50000

Darci Brahma : Alibi (NZ) (Bound to Impress by Galileo)  2012;
28/05/2017, 1st Singapore TC Stewards’ Cup L 1400m
Sold by Esker Lodge at Ready to Run Sale for $90000

Darci Brahma : Alan (NZ) (Wake Up Suzie by Hereward the Wake)  2010;
28/05/2017, 1st Singapore TC Speedy Cat S. 1200m
Sold by Little Avondale Stud at National Yearling Sale for $65000

Mr. Nancho : Hun Yeang Village (NZ) (Shezabella by Van Nistelrooy)  
2011;
28/05/2017, 1st Singapore TC Titanium S. 1200m
Sold by Esker Lodge at Ready to Run Sale for $36000

Patapan : Mighty Conqueror (NZ) (Sarah San by San Luis)  2012;
26/05/2017, 1st Singapore TC Class 4 H. 1200m

Per Incanto : Longhu (NZ) (Sacred Steps by Elusive City)  2012;
26/05/2017, 1st Singapore TC Class 4 H. 1200m

Tavistock : Tannhauser (NZ) (Foxette by Entrepreneur)  2013;
28/05/2017, 1st Singapore TC Australian Turf Club Trophy 1200m
Sold by Cambridge Stud at National Yearling Sale for $115000

Bachelor Duke : Dukedom (NZ) (Bianca Bay by Bianconi)  2012;
28/05/2017, 1st HKJC Packing Winner H. 1400m
Sold by The Oaks Stud at Ready to Run Sale for $65000

Tavistock : Werther (NZ) (Bagalollies by Zabeel)  2011;
28/05/2017, 1st HKJC Standard Chartered Champions & Chater Cup Gr.1 
2400m

Chinese Dragon : Concentration (NZ) (Affidavit by Slip Anchor)  2010;
26/05/2017, 1st Macau Changsha H. 1500m
Sold by Cotswold Farm at South Island 2YO & Mixed Sale for $5000

Gallant Guru : One More Again (NZ) (Megagem by Personal Escort)  
2013;
26/05/2017, 1st Macau Qingdao H. 1200m
Sold by White Robe Lodge at South Island Yearling & Mixed Sale for $12000

Keeper : Correio (NZ) (Black Cat by Black Minnaloushe)  2010;
26/05/2017, 1st Macau Tianjin H. 1200m
Sold by Anna Scott Racing Stables at Ready to Run Sale for $35000

Sunray : Shadow Master (NZ) (Allez Sel by Al Nasr)  2009;
26/05/2017, 1st Macau Changsha H. 1500m
Sold by Willow Glen at South Island 2YO & Mixed Sale for $5500
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