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Tough-as-teak three-year-old 
Madison County (NZ) (Pins) 
became a dual Group One 

winner when he overcame some 
home-straight difficulties to take out 
the Gr.1 Fusion Electrical Levin Classic 
(1600m) at Trentham.

The Murray Baker and Andrew 
Forsman-trained Pins gelding had 
been unsighted on a race-track since 
his barn-storming finish to claim the 
Gr.1 New Zealand Two Thousand 
Guineas (1600m) at Riccarton back in 
November.

Matt Cameron guides outstanding three-year-old Madison County to Group One glory at Trentham (Race Images - Peter Rubery)

Madison County 
too tough in Levin Classic

PREFERMENT LEADS HOME WALLER
TRIFECTA IN DASHING BMW TRIUMPH

Continued on  page  3

Carrying the familiar colours of 
owner, the China Horse Club, Madison 
County was sent out a short-odds 
favourite to claim his second elite-level 
victory despite his two-month absence 
from competitive action.
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  BOOK 1 COLTS
LOT COL SIRE DAM

97 b Makfi (GB) Insouciant (NZ)

131 br Tavistock (NZ) Key to Dance (IRE)

229 b Contributer (IRE) Mojave Aster (NZ)

368 b Pins (AUS) Salkantay (NZ)

575 b Dundeel (NZ) Arpeggio (NZ)

584 b Tavistock (NZ) Banchee (NZ)

615 b Reliable Man (GB) Camellia (NZ)

628 b Pins (AUS) Cerberus (NZ)

  BOOK 1 FILLIES
LOT COL SIRE DAM

154 b Tavistock (NZ) Lafleur (NZ)

187 br Vancouver (AUS) Madame Echezeaux (NZ)

272 br Redoute’s Choice (AUS) Orquidea (NZ)

282 b Tavistock (NZ) Papilio (NZ)

372 br Teofilo (IRE) Santangelo (NZ)

388 br Savabeel (AUS) Scintillula (IRE)

421 b Makfi (GB) Sopra Tutto (NZ)

501 b Choisir (AUS) Vandenne (NZ)

577 b Frankel (GB) Assume (IRE)

http://pencarrowstud.co.nz/Yearlings/SaleEntries/default.aspx


Sunday 13 January 2019

3

BEN’S DAY BRIGHTENED BY DESERVED
ROTORUA STAKES WIN FOR ILLUMINATI

Madison County 
too tough in Levin Classic

(Continued from page  1)

His supporters were on good terms with themselves as 
rider Matt Cameron settled his charge on the rail in midfield 
on a good speed set up by stablemate Espresso Martini (NZ) 
(High Chaparral).

Although saving plenty of ground, that inner position 
started to become a trap as the pair found themselves behind 
a wall of horses entering the home straight. 

Cameron finally found a clear path at the 250m mark that 
Madison County took full advantage of, as he dove between 
runners with a powerful sprint to claim the front and victory 
from fellow Cambridge visitors Hypnos (NZ) (Reliable Man) 
and Vernanme (NZ) (O’Reilly), who dead-heated for second.

“He’s not very big but he’s all heart,” Forsman said.
“He was four-back the fence and, in reality, that was always 

where he was going to be.
“I sort of wanted to walk away half-way through the race 

as I thought he had too much to do.
“He was a horse who hadn’t raced for awhile and probably 

just felt the pinch at the end, but he was very brave.”
Forsman indicated Madison County would now be aimed 

at the Listed Karaka Million 3YO Classic (1600m) at Ellerslie in 
a fortnight.

“Provided he comes through this well there is no reason 
he wouldn’t (go to Ellerslie),” he said.

“He will improve a lot fitness-wise, so hopefully he will be 
competitive there.”

Madison County also holds a nomination for the Gr.1 
Vodafone New Zealand Derby (2400m) at Ellerslie on March 
2 while he may tackle the older horses under weight-for-
age conditions before then in the Gr.1 Herbie Dyke Stakes 
(2000m) at Te Rapa on February 9. 

Bred by Garry Chittick, Madison County was a $36,000 
purchase by Michael Wallace on behalf of the China Horse 
Club from Waikato Stud’s Select Sale draft at the 2017 
National Yearling Sale at Karaka.

He has now won four of his 7 starts and over $530,000 in 
prizemoney. 

– NZ Racing Desk

Race WRC Fusion Electrical Levin Classic Gr.1 1600m

Winner Madison County (NZ) 2015

Owners China Horse Club Racing Pty Ltd

Trainer Murray Baker & Andrew Forsman (Cambridge)

Breeding by Pins (AUS) out of Red Delicious by No Excuse 
Needed (GB) 

Breeder G J Chittick

Sales 2017 National Yearling Sales – Select Session; V: 
Waikato Stud, P: China Horse Club; $36,000

ENTRIES FOR THE NEXT NZ AUCTION DUE TOMORROW 14 JANUARY BY 7PM. 
ENTER ONLINE OR CONTACT THE TEAM TO DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS ON +64 9 296 4436.

Sell with New Zealand's most successful online thoroughbred auctioneers.

SOLD on gavelhouse.com

$89,000

SOLD on gavelhouse.com

$54,000

SOLD on gavelhouse.com

$43,000$31,000

SOLD on gavelhouse.com

$85,000

SOLD on gavelhouse.com

https://gavelhouse.co.nz/
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Exciting talent notches 
first stakes victory at Trentham

Live And Free confirms
Qld Derby tilt

Supera is well clear of her rivals as she lands a valuable victory at Trentham (Race Images - Peter 
Rubery)

breeding prospects.
“We came in with a bit of 

confidence,” he said
“It looks great (the win) on her 

(pedigree) page.
“She is obviously going to go on 

with it, so fingers crossed she gets to 
where she should.”

Supera was bred by her owner 
Sir Peter Vela under his Pencarrow 
Thoroughbreds banner and is a half-
sister to dual Group Three winner 
Eleonora (NZ) (Makfi) who finished 
third in the 2016 Gr.1 VRC Oaks 
(2500m) at Flemington.

Her dam Sopra Tutto (NZ) (Van 
Nistelrooy) is a daughter of Vela’s 
outstanding racemare Ethereal (NZ) 
(Rhythm) who won four times at Group 

Promising mare Supera (NZ) 
(Savabeel) added some 
significant value to any potential 

broodmare career she may have, 
when she captured her first black-type 
success in Saturday’s Gr.3 Tui-Backing 
A Winner Since 1889 Anniversary 
Handicap (1600m) at Trentham.

The royally-bred Savabeel four-
year-old had produced a career-best 
effort when finishing third in the 
Gr.2 Cal Isuzu Stakes (1600m) back in 
December but bettered that result 
with Saturday’s victory.

Rider Rosie Myers had Supera 
travelling nicely throughout the race 
but a clear margin off a hot speed set 
up by the flying Cambridge visitor Ugo 
Foscolo (NZ) (Zacinto). Myers picked 
a path hard up against the rail in the 
home straight as Supera dashed past 
her rivals in the closing stages to score 
by two lengths from the well favoured 
Wyndspelle (NZ) (Iffraaj), who stormed 
home out wide.  

“I sort of looked at the jockeys 
around me and I didn’t think they were 
going to give me much room, so I 
stayed on the inside,” Myers said.

“I hoped for a bit of luck and luckily 
I had the horse underneath me.

“She’s a serious horse.”
Co-trainer Mark Donoghue, who 

prepares the Supera in partnership 
with Ken and Bev Kelso at Matamata, 
acknowledged the stable had high 
hopes before a race that held plenty 
of importance for the mare’s future 

Race WRC Tui Backing a Winner 
Since 1889 Anniversary 
Gr.3 1600m

Winner Supera (NZ) 2014

Owners Sir Peter Vela

Trainer Ken & Bev Kelso & Mark 
Donoghue (Matamata)

Breeding by Savabeel (AUS) out 
of Sopra Tutto by Van 
Nistelrooy (USA)

Breeder Pencarrow 
Thoroughbreds Ltd

One level including the 2001 Caulfield 
Cup (2400m)/Melbourne Cup (3200m) 
double.

Pencarrow Stud will offer a half-
sister to Supera by Makfi as Lot 421 
during Book 1 at the New Zealand 
Bloodstock National Yearling Sale that 
commences at Karaka on January 27.

– NZ Racing Desk.
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Quality mare back to 
her best at Trentham

Chris Johnson has Consensus humming as she 
cruises to victory at Trentham (Race Images - 
Peter Rubery)

Challenged by race favourite Chance To Dance (Teofilo) 
at the top of the straight, Johnson had the mare travelling 
sweetly as she eased away from her opponents at the 200m 
mark to record a decisive victory.

Trainer Stephen McKee revealed he had been confident 
he had Consensus back to her best for the race after she had 
missed a run at Ellerslie on Boxing Day due to a wet track.

“She just raced a bit fresh last time as she had missed a run 
in the Zabeel Classic due to the heavy track,” he said.

“It was D-day today with the 53kgs on her back. 
“She had been putting herself handy enough so she could 

run forward today, which you had to be, as they have been 
winning on the speed.

“It was a good win.”
McKee admitted the mare has been lightly raced of late as 

a deliberate ploy to keep her fresh for an Australian autumn 
campaign.

“We brought her in later this year as we wanted to try 
Sydney again in the autumn,” he said.

“We just wanted to keep her lighter through the summer.
“Based on today she was happy enough at the 2100m so 

Elite-level performer Consensus (NZ) (Postponed) 
reminded racegoers about her genuine class when 
she dominated her rivals in the Gr.3 Barneswood Farm 

Trentham Stakes (2100m) on Saturday.
The Postponed mare had hinted she was approaching 

her best form with a fighting run for sixth at Ellerslie in the 
Gr.2 Rich Hill Mile (1600m) on New Year’s Day and she backed 
that up with a class performance in the hands of rider Chris 
Johnson.

Carrying a luxurious 53kg under the set weights and 
penalties conditions of the traditional Trentham feature, 
Johnson took Consensus straight to the front from barrier rise 
as he set a moderate speed throughout. 

we might look at a race like the Ranvet with 
her.”

Consensus finished fourth in the 2018 
edition of the Gr.1 Ranvet Stakes (2000m) at 
Rosehill in a three-start Australian campaign 
that also saw her finish a creditable sixth 
behind Winx (Street Cry) in the Gr.1 Queen 
Elizabeth Stakes (2000m) at Randwick.

The seven-year-old has now won nine of 
51 career starts with over $590,00 in stakes 
earnings. Numbered amongst her victories 
is the 2016 Gr.1 Zabeel Classic along with a 
further three black-type successes. 

– NZ Racing Desk

Race WRC Barneswood Farm Trentham Stakes Gr.3 
2100m

Winner Consensus (NZ) 2011

Owners Mrs T Gibbens, S Lamond, Mrs D P & M D J Molloy, 
Dame Julie Christie & Est late M C Molloy

Trainer Stephen McKee (Ardmore)

Breeding by Postponed (USA) out of Kate Cross by Cape 
Cross (IRE)

Breeder M2 Racing Limited



http://novarapark.co.nz/
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Excellent Grand National
dress rehearsal

Manolo Blahniq 
scores in Chester Manifold

Trainer Tony Noonan is hoping the first Australian stakes 
win for Manolo Blahniq (NZ) (Jimmy Choux) in the 
Listed Chester Manifold Stakes (1400m) at Flemington 

can go some way to garnering the gelding some votes for the 
rich All-Star Mile at the same track.

Five-year-old Manolo Blahniq was a Group Three winner 
at his second start in New Zealand as a two-year-old and he 
added his first Australian stakes win in Saturday’s 1400m race 
at his 24th career start.

Noonan plans to chase more stakes wins with Manolo 
Blahniq in the next month, while he has thrown the gelding 
into the entries for the inaugural A$5 million All-Star Mile at 
Flemington in March.

Ten of the 14 spots in the All-Star Mile will be decided by 
public vote and a host of high-profile horses from across the 
country have already been nominated for the race.

“All the girls who like shoes, he’s the horse to vote for,” 
Noonan said.

A son of Rich Hill Stud stallion Jimmy Choux, Manolo 
Blahniq is named for another high-end shoe manufacturer 

“We had to alter his race pattern a bit because he used to 
over-race and want to race a lot on nervous energy. But now 
he’s lovely and relaxed and he’s a consistent horse.

“He’s just in the right place at the right time now.”
Manolo Blahniq ($5.50) had to race three-wide from a 

deep barrier draw but Noonan praised the ride of Dwayne 
Dunn to get the gelding home by three-quarters of a length.

- AAP

Manolo Blahniq takes out the Listed Chester 
Manifold at Flemington (Bruno Cannatelli)

Manolo Blahnik.
Manolo Blahniq won twice in town 

during 2018 and Noonan believes 
the best is still to come from the 
sprinter-miler after three encouraging 
performances so far this preparation 
for a win and two placings.

“He’s been going well for a while 
now,” Noonan said.

“He’s now getting to the stage 
where he’s a bit stronger and more 
confident.

“He was a colt for a while and he 
struggled with that.

Race VRC Chester Manifold Stakes L. 1400m

Winner Manolo Blahniq (NZ) 2013

Owners Tony Noonan Racing, Boeara Holdings (Mgr: Mrs 
D Dunphy), D D Bet (Mgr: B Houston), P Duggan, 
Nearco Stud (Mgr: G Tomlinson), S Reilly, Bobbin 
Along, D Canny, Mrs A Canny, C Daly, Mrs P Daly, 
S P Grant, C McHugh, Mrs C McHugh, J Racovalis, 
Mrs V Racovalis, Miss E Curtain & Mrs E K Grant

Trainer Tony Noonan (Mornington)

Breeding by Jimmy Choux out of Floramour (AUS) by More 
Than Ready (USA)

Breeder Nearco Stud Ltd

Sales 2015 National Yearling Sales – Select Sale; V: 
Curraghmore, P: Mr A W Noonan; $115,000
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Louis strengthens 
Richards’ Million hand

All the way for Azaboy
in Championship Stakes

Debutante Louis Luck 
strengthened the Karaka Million 
(1200m) hand for Te Akau 

trainer Jamie Richards when winning 
the Wellington Cup Day Next Saturday 
2YO (1200m) on Saturday at Trentham.

Richards is already likely to be well 
represented in the Karaka Million at 
Ellerslie on January 26, with a further 
five two-year-olds qualified for the 
feature including  Aotea Lad, Yourdeel, 
Challa, Probabeel and Puysegur. 

Having trialled well for two 
seconds in November, Louis Luck took 
advantage of the coveted one draw to 

drive through in front under rider Opie 
Bosson. 

With favourite The Fugitive to his 
outer, a match race ensued but first 
starter Louis Luck proved too strong. 

“He jumped and put himself in the 
race, and travelled nicely,” Bosson said. 
“He got a little bit lost before we turned 
in. He got on the wrong leg a few times 
but he kept up a good gallop. 

“When The Fugitive first came up 
beside me I was a little bit worried, 
but once mine balanced up he came 
up underneath me, so I was pretty 
confident.”

Winning trainer Jamie Richards was 
confident of a good showing by Louis 
Luck, who is raced by Cambridge Stud 
proprietors Brendon and Jo Lindsay.

“It was a good effort by the team 
to get him to the races in such good 
order,” Richards said. 

“He’s had a few little immaturity 
holdups, but he’s really stepped up. 
He’s eaten well, worked well, and we 
were quietly confident he’d give a 
good account of himself after the way 
he worked with Probabeel on Tuesday 
morning. 

Louis Luck wins on debut at Trentham (Race Images - Peter Rubery)

Continued on  page  9
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Louis strengthens 
Richards’ Million hand

All the way for Azaboy
in Championship Stakes

“I’d like to thank Brendan and Jo for 
their continued support, and Henry 
(Plumptre) lets us take our time and 
nothing is ever a problem. We can 
pick and choose where we want to 
head which makes it a lot easier from a 
training perspective and we can let the 
horses tell us when they’re ready.”

Louis Luck is the first winner for five-
time Group One winner Dissident and 
was sold by Masterton’s Little Avondale 
Stud for $105,000 to the Lindsays. 

“Jamie (Richards) has done a great 
job with the horses that Brendan and Jo 
Lindsay have given us to train,” Te Akau 

Race WRC Wellington Cup Day 
Next Saturday Premier 
1200m

Winner Louis Luck 2016

Owners B J Lindsay MNZM and 
Mrs J E A Lindsay

Trainer Jamie Richards 
(Matamata)

Breeding by Dissident (AUS) out 
of My Option (USA) by 
Belong to Me (USA)

Breeder China Horse Club Racing 
Pty Ltd

Sales 2018 National Yearling 
Sales – Book 1; V: Little 
Avondale Stud, P: Mr BJ 
Lindsay & Mrs JE Lindsay; 
$105,000

principal David Ellis said. “They gave us 
two this year and they’ve both qualified 
for the Karaka Million.

“What Brendan and Jo are doing 
at Cambridge Stud is just so exciting 
for everybody in the industry, with the 
good bloodlines they’ve got and the 
stallions they’ve introduced. 

“Jamie has now qualified six horses 
for the Karaka Million and that’s an 
unbelievable achievement for a young 
guy in his first season as sole trainer,” 
Ellis said. 

– NZ Racing Desk.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Live and Free (NZ) (Savabeel) strung 
together consecutive Randwick victories 
when successful in the final race on the 
card at Randwick on Saturday.

The John O’Shea-trained four-year-old 
was lining up after winning at the same 
distance on the course in December.

The win in the 1800m benchmark 
78 race completed a winning treble for 
apprentice Robbie Dolan.

“I can’t do it without the horses so I’m 
very happy,” Dolan said

“I was pretty confident coming here 
with a few live chances and thankfully we 
got them on the board.”

“He (Live and Free) was my best 
chance.”

“He was cruising. I was just looking for 
the right gap and thankfully it came.”

Dolan now has 15 city wins for the 
season and is closing in on kiwi Sam 
Weatherley who has 18.

Back-to-back Randwick wins for kiwi-bred

(Continued from page  8)
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Wecando does it 
from start to finish

All the way for Azaboy
in Championship Stakes

Apprentice jockey Amirul Ismadi opens his 
account in 2019 aboard Wecando on Friday. (STC)

Trainer Stephen Gray was not on hand 
at Kranji on Friday night, but the yard 
was right on target with their first 2019 

winner - the aptly-named Wecando (NZ) (Per 
Incanto).

With the Kiwi handler only flying back from 
the Gold Coast Yearling Sale on Saturday, it was 
his racing manager Craig Geehman who did 
the honours at the Champagne Room, along 
with Wecando’s owners, Mr and Mrs Chen.

“Stephen only flies in tomorrow. He’ll be 
pretty rapt with that first win for the year,” said 
Geehman.

“It’s also a big thrill to have another winner 
for Mr and Mrs Chen. They have some nice 
horses with us, they love their racing and 
they’re always very happy when their horses 
win.

“From the wide barrier, it was always the 
plan to roll forward even if we didn’t think he 

would lead – he actually led very well.
“He was able to stack up the speed. The tempo was not too 

silly and Amirul (Ismadi, jockey) rode him to instructions. 
“It was a great tempo ride from Amirul on a horse who’s 

always shown good ability. He exceeded expectations first-up, 
and we’ll just take him through his grades going forward.”

The Per Incanto four-year-old was at his first race since 
his unplaced run in a Class 4 Premier race over 1200m on 
December 2.

Drawn out the widest in 12, Wecando had the race pretty 
much in his keeping from a long way out once Amirul got away 
with some cheap sectionals upfront.

Turning for home, the chances Wecando could indeed do 
it was not a remote possibility anymore with $11 favourite 
Centenary Diamiond (Kitten’s Joy) the only one within striking 
distance while the rest had been clearly caught napping. 

After first electing for the inner route, Centenary Diamond 
switched to the outside for his final assault, but either way, 
Wecando could not be pegged back.

“The other horses were a touch slow at the start. I had to 
make a quick decision to go forward,” said Amirul who was at 
his first 2019 win.

“He settled very well for me and in the last 300m I still had 
plenty of horse under me.”

Wecando has now taken his race record to two wins and 
two seconds from six starts for stakes money that have tipped 
over the S$100,000 mark for the Elaine Chen Stable. 

-STC

Race STC Class 4 H. 1400m

Winner Wecando (NZ) 2014

Owners Elaine Chen Stable

Trainer Stephen Gray (Singapore)

Breeding by Per Incanto (USA) out of Magic Daze by 
Grosvenor

Breeder J E Fokerd

Sales 2016 Ready To Run Sale of 2yos; V: Kilgravin 
Lodge, P: Mr S Gray; $40,000
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Decreto too good in Class 4 race

All the way for Azaboy
in Championship Stakes

Decreto makes his way to the winning post in Race 3. (STC)

A perfect hold-up run behind the 
speed saw Decreto going home 
the best in the S$50,000 Class 4 

race over 1100m on Friday.
The Young Keah Yong-trained 

gelding always travelled like a sound 
$11 investment after taking the drop 
behind the leading duo of Pioneer 
Seven and Cerdan.

Once Troy See angled Decreto out 
for his run at the top of the straight, it 
would have taken a brave man to tip 
against the Red Giant five-year-old 
landing his fourth career win.

Young said he thought Decreto’s 
chances would be enhanced after the 
original 12-horse field was reduced to 
nine. 

“After the three scratchings, it 

became a small field, I had more 
confidence he could win,” said the 
Singaporean trainer.

“This horse is competitive in Class 4. 
That’s his third win for me, he’s been a 
useful horse to us and the owners.”

With that fourth win (first win came 
under the care of Kuah Cheng Tee at 
his debut in February 2017), Decreto’s 
total earnings have now swollen past 
the S$155,000 mark for the Synthetic 
Stable.

See, who has now been aboard at 
three of Decreto’s four wins, played 
down his input in the latest win.

“He was too good. He jumped 
so well and was in the box seat the 
whole way,” said the 2018 Singapore 
champion apprentice jockey who has 

graduated to the senior ranks since the 
turn of the year.

“He just puts himself there, I was 
pretty confident he would be right in 
the finish. Anyone would have won on 
him.” 

-STC

Race STC Class 4 1100m

Winner Decreto (NZ) 2013

Owners Synthetic Stable

Trainer Young Keah Yong 
(Singapore)

Breeding by Red Giant (USA) out 
of Wandane (AUS) by 
Danehill (USA)

Breeder G Harvey

Sales 2015 National Yearling 
Sales – Festival Sale; V: 
Westbury Stud, P: Mr JC 
Collett; $15,000


